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ONLINE LESSON PLAN  
Inclusive Best Practices Project:  Co-Teaching 

 

 

Respondents:  Elizabeth Allen-Boyle, Julie Zajak 

  Rowan Elementary School 

  Seneca Valley School District 

 

Date of lesson to be observed/taped:  April 19, 2012 

 

SURVEY RESPONSES 

 

1. Lesson Title 

 

Asking Strong Questions During Reading - A Metacognitive Approach 

 

2. Teacher(s) Name(s) 

 

Teacher 1: Mrs. Elizabeth Allen-Boyle 

Teacher 2: Mrs. Julie Zajac 

 

3. Grade Level(s):   Grade 4 

 

4. Content Area:  Language Arts/Reading 

 

5. Description/Abstract of Lesson 

 

In this lesson, the Gradual Release of Responsibility will be shown as students participate 

in a Reading lesson where they are: modeled the use of strong questioning, sharing in the 

use of the questioning strategy, and practicing the questioning strategy in small guided 

reading groups.  Literacy Centers will be on-going as the small groups are being 

conducted.  An informal, formative assessment will be used at the end of the lesson to 

evaluate who needs further reteaching on the strategy. 

 

6. Primary Lesson Objectives 

 

Students will be able to: 

(1) comprehend and apply the use of the questioning strategy during reading 

(2) understand how the questioning strategy helps them to make better sense of text 

 

7. Cognitive Level (Check all that apply.) 

  

Application  

Analysis  

Synthesis  

Evaluation 
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8. Standards and Anchors Addressed: 

 

Reading Independently:  Apply comprehension/understanding before reading, during 

reading, and after reading:  

 
R4.A.1.3.1: Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on information from text. 

 

R4.A.1.4.1: Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant supporting details from text. 

 

R4.A.1.5.1: Summarize the key details and events of a fictional text as a whole.         

 

R4.B.3.2.1: Identify, explain, and/or interpret exaggeration (bias) where present in nonfictional text. 

 

9. Guiding questions for this lesson: 

 

(1) What do you notice us doing as we model the use of the strategy? 

(2) What questions come to your mind as you are reading the selection? 

(3) How does asking questions about the text help you understand the text better? 

 

10. Assessment Tools (Check all that apply.)  

 

Student Self Reflection  

Performance Task with Rubric  

Exit Cards  

Writing Sample 

 

11. Learning Connections: 

 

Students have had prior experiences using metacognitive strategies, keeping records of 

their thinking in a Reading Response Journal, and it has been a significant amount of time 

that we have revisited the questioning strategy. 

 

12. Instructional strategies used in this lesson. (Check all that apply.)  

 

Cooperative Learning Demonstration  

Guided Practice  

Instructional Technology  

Teacher Questions 

 

13. Learning Activities or Tasks: 

 
1. As the teacher uses an ELMO overhead projector, students will follow along as the teacher 

models the use the questioning strategy using a high-interest non-fiction article about green 

classrooms. 
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2.  As the teacher models, she shares using a “Think Aloud”.  Students observe what they notice 

the teacher doing and then share their observations with the class. 

 

3.  Next, students follow along as the next section is read with them.   

 

4.  Students turn and talk to share their questions and then share out by coming up to the   

overhead projector and showing where thinking happened and what questions were generated by 

text. 

 

5.  Teacher facilitates, asks questions, and offers encouragement. 

 

6.  Students read the last section of the article on their own and record their questions into their 

Reading Response Journal.   

 

7.  Students share their thinking by doing a “turn and talk” and then share out with the class. 

 

8.  Students are told they will continue to practice questioning during guided reading groups. 

 

9.  Students are brought to the reading tables in small groups. 

 

10. Other students begin Literacy Centers. 

 

11. In small groups, students read at their Instructional Level and practice using questioning. 

 

12. Before they leave the group, each student completes an Exit Slip and their questions are 

evaluated using a rubric. 

 

14. Classroom Organization and Learning Environment  

 

 Leveled text, differentiated materials, accommodations are provided appropriately as 

outlined in students’ IEPs 

 Learning environment provides a constructivist setting with a Positive Behavior Plan 

in place.  Students work in whole group, small groups, pairs, and independently as 

appropriate for the task.   

 Technology is used, auditory, visual, and kinesthetic tasks are provided to meet the 

needs of multiple types of learners. 

 

15. How and where will your students work? 

 

Groups 

Horseshoe 

 

16. Materials and Resources (Check all that apply.)  

ELMO Overhead Projector  

Internet  

Trade Books 

 

17. Lesson Evaluation/Teacher Reflection:   To be completed following the lesson. 
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