
EDUCATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY  
	
  
Therapy	
  conducted	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  
same	
  as	
  therapy	
  conducted	
  in	
  a	
  medical	
  
setting	
  or	
  a	
  clinic.	
  Therapy	
  differs	
  in	
  these	
  
two	
  settings	
  in	
  terms	
  of:	
  	
  

• Intent	
  	
  
• Role	
  of	
  the	
  Therapist	
  	
  
• Size	
  of	
  caseloads	
  	
  
• Type	
  of	
  support.	
  	
  

	
  
Clinical	
  therapy	
  is	
  usually	
  undertaken	
  as	
  an	
  
adjunct	
  to	
  medical	
  treatment	
  for	
  acute	
  and	
  
chronic	
  conditions.	
  	
  
	
  
Under	
  the	
  provisions	
  of	
  Public	
  Law	
  101-­‐476,	
  
the	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  Act,	
  
occupational	
  therapy	
  in	
  school	
  settings	
  is	
  
considered	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  related	
  service,	
  provided	
  
to	
  children	
  so	
  they	
  may	
  benefit	
  from	
  special	
  
education	
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  #17	
  
2400	
  Reach	
  Road	
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  3609	
  	
  
Williamsport,	
  PA	
  17701	
  	
  
(570)	
  323-­‐8561	
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BLaST Intermediate Unit #17 
 

Serving	
  Students	
  in	
  Bradford,	
  

	
  Lycoming	
  and	
  Sullivan,	
  Tioga	
  Counties	
  

	
  

 

	
  Itinerant	
  	
  
Services	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

Occupational	
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Services	
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  Springbrook	
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  17724	
  
(570)	
  673-­‐6001	
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  673-­‐6007	
  



PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 
The Occupational Therapy Support 
Program of BLaST—IU 17 , provides 
educational support to students with 
physical and develop-mental 
disabilities.  
 
 
Occupational therapy services are 
directed toward helping a student 
access and participate in the 
educational environment, through the 
use of intervention strategies and 
specially designed instruction. The 
student’s needs may include, but are 
not limited to:  

 
• Fine motor skills  
• Handwriting  
• Eye-hand coordination  
• Visual skills  
• Daily living tasks  
• Sensory issues (how a 

student reacts to 
stimulation within their 
environment). 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

 

REFERRAL INFORMATION  
 
If you feel the student may benefit 
from occupational therapy, please 
speak with any member of the 
student’s educational team. If the 
educational team is in agreement, 
they will initiate the proper 
paperwork; which includes a 
physician’s prescription.  
 
For a preschool child, age 3 or older, 
please contact the BLaST office to 
begin the referral process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY OPTIONS  
 
Occupational therapy intervention 
strategies should focus on skills 
needed to function appropriately 
within the curriculum. Services may 
be provided by consultation or direct 
intervention.  
 
Consultation involves working with 
the student and the team to assist in 
developing strategies to enhance 
student performance.  
 
Direct intervention is when a 
therapist works with a student on 
specific occupational therapy goals.  
 
Occupational therapy services may 
also be a combination of both 
consultation and direct intervention. 
The occupational therapist is an 
integral part of the educational team.  
 
Services may be delivered by an 
occupational therapist or by a 
certified occupational therapy 
assistant. The occupational therapy 
assistant works closely with the 
occupational therapist to implement 
appropriate interventions and 
monitor student progress. 

      Occupational Therapy Services	
  


