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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  (Type here.):
Teacher Name(s): Robert Watkins and Beth Baker
School District:  Towanda School District, Muncy School District
Building:  Towanda High School and Muncy High School
Grade Level: High School:  Senior High
Subject:  Government
Time Required: 2-3 classes (50 minute class periods)
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis):  
Students will evaluate and examine the amendment process outlined in Article V in the Constitution.  They will then analyze the current amendments and discuss any changes they would like to make. Students will be grouped (2-3) and then create a proposal for an amendment they would like to see added to the Constitution.  They will then create a 2 minute commercial advocating their position on the proposed amendment to the rest of the class.
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
Students will evaluate the process of formally amending the Constitution.  They will examine the reasons why the framers made the amendment process difficult but not impossible.  They will then evaluate the current amendments to the constitution and create their own proposals for constitutional change and persuade their classmates to support their amendment.  
Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
PA5.1.12.J:  Analyze how the law promotes the common good and protects individual rights.
PA5.3.13G:  Evaluate how the government protects or curtails individual rights and analyze the impact of supporting or opposing those rights.
Lesson/Unit Objectives
· Explain the process by which the Constitution allows for the formal change to the Constitution.
· Evaluate how the Constitution has been able to endure more than two hundred years of extraordinary change and growth in this country.
· Examine and evaluate the changes that have been made to the Constitution and evaluate the impact that they have had on American society.

· Create and propose a new amendment to the constitution.  
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Formal Amendments:  Changes or additions that become part of the written language of the Constitution.
Informal Amendments:  A process by which many changes have been made in the Constitution that have not led to changes in the document’s written words.  
Bill of Rights:  The first 10 amendments to the US Constitution, which protect citizens’ basic rights and freedoms
Federalism:  The division of power among a central and several regional governments
Ratification:  To approve
Rescind:  To take back or cancel
Natural Right: The rights people are born with.  According to John Locke they include the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of property
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
(Insert a 2-3 page abstract that details your research on the lesson/unit topic. This is where you get to share your scholarship with your peers. You should provide enough information that a teacher could potentially teach the lesson/unit and answer general questions based on studying your narrative.
U.S Constitution – An agent of Change
The U.S. Constitution has been the major agent of change for America. The constitution allows people to continually add more freedoms to our lives as long as the change is agreed upon by Congress and the States. There are four ways in which to add amendments to the constitution. 1) Proposed by a 2/3 vote in each house and ratified by ¾ of the states. 2) Proposed by Congress and then ratified by ¾ of the states. 3) Proposed by a national convention requested by 2/3 of the states and then ratified by ¾ of the states. 4) Proposed by a national convention and ratified by conventions in ¾ of the states. Twenty six of the twenty seven amendments have been added by the first method. The only amendment added by a different method than number one was the twenty first amendment. The twenty first amendment was added using method number two. Change has been at the heart of the Constitution from the ratification of the document to modern day. 


There are so many historical facts, figures, etc… to mention. We could go back to the French and Indian War to look at the idea of change in regard to the colonies and Great Britain. The Albany Plan, Proclamation of 1763, Declaration of Independence in 1776, Articles of Confederation in 1781, and the Constitution – signed on September 17th, 1787. The seeds of change were planted in all of the following, but the Constitution is the focus of this paper. When the Constitution was signed it needed to be ratified by nine of the thirteen colonies to take effect. The ninth state ratified the Constitution on June 21st, 1788. The Constitution was then ratified by congress on September 25th, 1789. 

     
The original Constitution had ten amendments that are collectively known as the “Bill of Rights”. Many of the founding fathers wanted to protect the rights of the individual, which was a major change in how life was for these early Americans. Some of the changes include the First Amendment – freedom of religion, freedom of speech, the press, the right of people to assemble peaceably, and the right to petition your government leaders. This is major change compared to life in a monarchy. To be allowed to ask questions, practice different religions, print articles in the paper that allowed for free thought, opposing ideas, etc… was a major change. The Second amendment allowed for the right to keep and bear arms in order to form a militia. The Third amendment protects the citizen from having soldiers occupy their home in most cases. The Fourth amendment allows a person to be secure in their possessions, homes, etc… If the “government” does want to come into your home they would need a warrant that specifies what is to be searched and what items would be seized. The Fifth Amendment gives the security of not being tried more than once for the same crime – without this right a person could be continually tried until a guilty verdict was reached. The Fifth Amendment also gives a person the right to not have their land taken from them without just compensation “eminent domain”- the land must be used for government purposes. Typical reasons to use eminent domain are building an interstate highway, airport, bridge, school, government office buildings, etc… The Sixth amendment gives a person the right to have a jury trial made up of their peers. The Sixth amendment also provides a lawyer to those who can’t afford one. The Seventh amendment allows for a jury trial if the amount sought after is over twenty dollars. The Eighth amendment protects a person from cruel and unusual punishment. The Ninth amendment basically says that there is no limit to the amount of rights you hold as a person – “unenumerated rights”. This amendment really speaks of “change”. To have the foresight to know that the future would bring about untold numbers of rights shows how the Constitution is document that lives and changes as we do. The Tenth amendment protects the state – any right not held by the federal government is given to the states. 


For the rest of the amendments, “change” will be the main focus. All of the amendments focus on change, but these are some of the more crucial changes. The Twelfth amendment was put in place in 1804. This amendment “changed” how we voted for president. Before this amendment the first place person in the Electoral College would be president and the second place person would be vice – president. There was the possibility to have president and vice – president on opposite parties. This amendment was in response to the election of 1800. The Thirteenth amendment brought major “change” to the United States. This amendment ended the practice of slavery – at least on paper. The change happened in the Constitution, but took many years to actually happen in society. This amendment was added in 1865. The Fourteenth amendment was added in 1868. This amendment deals with citizenship and naturalization. Many feel that it only gave former slaves citizenship, but this amendment is the focus of a modern dilemma called “birthright”. When is a person a citizen of the United States or any other country? This situation will take some time to change in the courts – maybe a constitutional change is needed to deal with this issue in modern times. The Fifteenth amendment gave former male slaves the right to vote. This “change” took a long time to happen. This amendment was added in 1870. For many former slaves, voting was impossible due to the poll tax – make people pay to vote. This amendment was changed with the Twenty-fourth amendment in 1964, which made it illegal to charge a poll tax to vote. It took ninety four years to “change” how African Americans were treated in terms of voting. The Eighteenth amendment, passed in 1919 made the consumption, transportation, importing, exporting, etc… of alcohol illegal. This “changed” how Americans got their liquor. For most who drank, they had to have access to a “speakeasy” – an illegal bar. Organized crime, or the mob, flourished during this time period called prohibition. The Twenty-first amendment was passed in 1933 to bring alcohol back “legally”. This change was promised by Franklin Roosevelt. The Nineteenth amendment passed in 1920 was a major change to voting. For the first time, women could vote without fear of fines or other punishment. The Twenty-second amendment was added in 1951 to “change” how many times the same person could be president. Franklin Roosevelt was elected president in 1932, 1936, 1940, and 1944. The Twenty-second amendment limited the number of times a person could be elected to “two”. A person can only serve a total of ten years in office as well. The Twenty-fifth amendment was added in 1967. This amendment “changed” the process of who becomes president if the president dies or becomes disabled. John Kennedy died in 1963 and Lyndon Johnson became President. This and all of the other times a Vice-President took office weren’t illegal, but the Twenty-fifth amendment formally listed the order of who becomes President.


All of the amendments deal with “change” in our lives. Some seem greater than others, but they are all part of living and learning. The Constitution will be “changed” again at some point in history. The idea of a balanced budget amendment, term limits, etc… could be added to the Constitution if all the requirements are met. Change is difficult and it isn’t immediate, but the Constitution has stood the test of time. If we are to follow the preamble to the Constitution and make this country all that the preamble promises then there will most definitely be “change”.  

Instructional Prodedures and Activities
(List/describe the step-by-step sequence of procedures and learning activities.) 
Day 1:
Anticipatory Set (Bell ringer):  Have students answer the following questions

1. What is the definition of formal amendment?

2. Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution? 

3. In what way would you like to change the Constitution?
At this point give the students a brief lecture on Article V and the amendment process. Have the student’s then break into groups and answer the questions in Handout A.  Once the students have answered the questions convene as a full group and go over the responses to the handout.  Many of these questions are used to promote discussion.  For example question #2, this is a good time to bring up the concept of natural law with the students and the problems that will arise if you allow for the violation of those principles. Others are used to get the students to evaluate the amendment process and determine how the other branches of government and the constitutional impact.  
Homework:  Have the students review the 27 amendments and research constitutional amendment that have been submitted to congress but did receive the necessary 2/3 vote necessary in Congress.  
Day 2:  Anticipatory Set (Bell ringer)
1. Create at least three categories in which you could organize the 27 amendments. 

2. Not including the 18th or the 21st Amendment, name two amendments you feel are unnecessary and would like to repeal.
3. Name one change to the Constitution that you would support.   

Have the students using their Bell ringer, break them into groups and create a proposal for one of their constitutional changes.  They will need to conduct some research to determine if there is any public support for their proposed change.  The group will then create a persuasive advertisement attempting to convince the public of the necessity for the change.  
Give students class time to work on their presentations.  The presentations should also anticipate and address some of the opposition they may experience.  Once students have had enough time to work on their presentations and have posted them on the class Wiki, have the students view and discuss the proposals.  The class should vote on whether they would support the change and address the likelihood of state legislature support.  

Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

If you want to differentiate this lesson you could change the product that the students produce.  For example you could require students to debate the proposed amendments, or you could have them write a paper, or make a brochure.  



Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)
Textbook:  Magruder’s American Government 
Computer Access:
Internet Resources:
Rubric Website:  http://rubistar.4teachers.org/



http://www.usconstitution.net/constamprop.html
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/?section=constitution&page=proposedAmendments.cfm
Handout A

1. Explain how the Amendment process is a reflection of Federalism.

2. Should Americans be allowed to propose and ratify amendments that violate current constitutional principles?  For example; could we repeal our constitutional right to freedom of speech?  

3. Why or what reasons can you give for the National Convention never being used as a method of proposing an amendment?

4. Explain the significance of Hawk v. Smith and Kimble v. Swackhamer.
5. In your group discuss the following:  Should the Supreme Court have the ability to block proposed amendments that violate the Constitution?

6. In your group discuss the following; why doesn’t the President have any part in the amendment process?  For instance, since he signs all proposed laws why doesn’t he sign amendments?
7. Do you think that states should have the ability to rescind their approval during the ratification process?  For example during the proposed ERA amendment in the 1970’s, some states originally approved the amendment but after public criticism wanted to change their approval.  

Rubric 

Proposed Amendment Commercial and Script
  (50 points)
Purpose:  Your group is to create a commercial that convinces your classmates of the necessity of you’re your proposed constitutional change.  It should give concrete reasons why we need to proceed with this constitutional change.  
Format:  Your commercial can be made using I-movie, Movie-maker, or You Tube presentation.   
Directions:  Create a SCRIPT and a 2 minute television commercial.  You will need to create this and post it on the class wiki. You will lose points if your commercial is not exactly 2 minute.  Remember the commercial is a short advertisement to promote your amendment, it is not a speech.
Group Members ___________________________________________________

	CATEGORY 
	5 
	4 
	3 
	1 

	Script:
	The script is well thought out and logical.  The sequences of events along with the notes, music and camera shots are done with quality.  Narration is scripted.
	The script is well thought out and logical.  The sequence of events along with the notes, music and camera shots are not high quality.   
	The script is evident and is mostly followed but there are some discrepancies.  Camera shots and music do not match.    
	There is no script.  

	Mechanics of the Script:
	There were no grammatical errors in the commercial script.  
	There were a few grammatical errors in the commercial script.  Less than 2
	There three or more grammatical errors in the commercial script.
	The script is full of grammatical errors.

	Script was followed:
	The commercial is exactly as the script says.
	The commercial follows the script but with a few minor differences.
	There are major differences between the script and the commercial
	The script is completely different or non-existent. 

	Amendment Issue:


	The content in the commercial is directly related to the issue and is presented as a top priority to the voters. It is also evident how the amendment will make a difference.
	The content in the commercial is related to the amendment and there is some evidence of it necessity.
	The content in the commercial is of minimal concern to the voters. 
	The content in the commercial is not related to the voters. 

	Content:


	The content in the commercial is related to the proposed amendment and is presented as a top priority to the voters. 
	The content in the commercial is related to the amendment and there is some evidence of it necessity.
	The content in the commercial is of minimal concern to the voters. 
	The content in the commercial is not related to the voters. 

	Images:
	Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches the issues of the campaign.  The images may communicate symbolism and /or metaphors.
	Images create an atmosphere or tone that matches some issues of the campaign.  The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	An attempt was made to use images to create an atmosphere/ tone but it needed more work.  Image choice is logical
	Little or no attempt to use images to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone.

	Audio:


	Music or audio is clear and stirs a rich emotional response that matches the story line.
	Music or audio is fairly clear and the music is appropriate for the story line.
	The music or audio is acceptable, but it does not add to the story.  
	Music is distracting, inappropriate or was not used. 

	Presentation:
	The presentation of the commercial is easily followed and the viewer knows exactly what is happening.  There is a high quality to the commercial.  
	The presentation of the commercial is easy to follow but the viewer has one or more questions.  There are some issues with the quality of the pictures or the sound.  
	The presentation of the commercial is not easy to follow and the viewer cannot determine its purpose.  
	The presentation of the commercial is of very poor quality and the viewer cannot determine its purpose. 

	Time:
	The commercial was no more than 2 minutes long.
	The commercial was between 1 1/2 minutes long.
	The commercial was between 1 29 seconds long and 1 minutes
	The commercial was less than 1 minute long.

	Posted:
	The commercial is posted on the class wiki before the assigned date.
	The commercial is posted on the class wiki on the assigned date
	The commercial is not posted by the deadline.
	The commercial was never posted.


Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Robert Watkins, Towanda Area School District, Towanda High School

Beth Baker, Muncy School District, Muncy Junior-Senior High School
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