
2. Independence Leader Ho Chi Minh Pleads
with Harry Truman for Support, 1946

I avail myself of this opportunity to thank you and the people of United States
for the interest shown by your representatives at the United Nations Organiza-
tion in favour of the dependent peoples.

Our VIETNAM people, as early as 1941, stood by the Allies' side and
fought against the Japanese and their associates, the French colonialists.

From 1941 to 1945 we fought bitterly, sustained by the patriotism of our
fellow-countrymen and by the promises made by the Allies at YALTA, SAN
FRANCISCO AND POTSDAM.

When the Japanese were defeated in August 1945, the whole Vietnam terri-
tory was united under a Provisional Republican Government which immediately
set out to work. In five months, peace and order were restored, a democratic
republic was established on legal bases, and adequate help was given to the Allies
in the carrying out of their disarmament mission.

But the French colonialists, who had betrayed in war-time both the Allies
and the Vietnamese, have come back and are waging on us a murderous and
pitiless war in order to reestablish their domination. Their invasion has extended
to South Vietnam and is menacing us in North Vietnam. It would take volumes
to give even an abbreviated report of the crimes and assassinations they are com-
mitting every day in the fighting area.

This aggression is contrary to all principles of international law and to the
pledges made by the Allies during the World War. It is a challenge to the noble
attitude shown before, during and after the war by the United States Govern-
ment and People....

. . . [W]e request of the United States as guardians and champions of World
Justice to take a decisive step in support of our independence.

What we ask has been graciously granted to the Philippines. Like the
Philippines our goal is full independence and full cooperation with the UNITED
STATES.
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