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                                                  LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  Ancient Greece: American Connections
Teacher Name(s): Justin Van Fleet
School District:  Loyalsock Township 
Building: High School / Middle School
Grade Level:  6th Grade
Subject: Ancient History, Ancient Greece
Time Required:  1 Week of 45 minute lessons.  
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis):  
Ancient Greece has provided a great deal of influence on American government.  This lesson will provide connections between the influences of the ancient past on American founding documents and fathers.  In order to accomplish this task, students participate in a presentation, analyze Athenian and American democracy, create a PowerPoint presentation investigating the three major Greek philosophers, and finally take an assessment on knowledge gained.  
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
What is a democracy?  
What is a citizen’s role in a democracy?  
Where did the United States find influence for its government?  
How are the Athenian government and the government of the United States similar and different?  
How do we find evidence of interactions of the past?  

Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
Understand chronological thinking and distinguish between past, present and future time.

· Calendar time

· Time lines

· People and events in time

· Patterns of continuity and change

· Sequential order

· Context for events
Explain and analyze historical sources.

· Literal meaning of a historical passage

· Data in historical and contemporary maps, graphs and tables

· Author or historical source

· Multiple historical perspectives
Identify and explain how individuals and groups made significant political and cultural contributions to world history.
Lesson/Unit Objectives
· Compare and contrast the democracies of present day America and ancient Greece.  
· Analyze through multiple sources the contributions of members of Ancient Greece to the world.  
· Summarize the role of a citizen in a democracy through studying the roles of citizens in ancient democracies.  
· Analyze systems of government.  
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Democracy:  a government system in which the populace rule
Direct Democracy: a system in which the people vote on every issue or law proposed.
Representative Democracy:    the people elect representatives to make decisions on their behalf
Civic Virtue:  a necessary component of a democracy  concerning the responsibilities of citizens such as involving putting the good of one’s community before oneself, participating in 
government by voting or running for public office, and giving one’s time to help others in one’s community, state, and country.  
Pericles: ruler of Athens throughout much of its Golden Age renowned for his support of the arts, avoidance of corruption, and many successful military campaigns.  
Socrates: Greek philosopher and teacher of Plato who formed the Socratic model of questioning
Plato:  helped to lay the foundation for philosophy, rhetoric and logic through his Socratic Dialogues.
Aristotle: Aristotle passed on what he had learned from Plato to his own students, including Alexander the Great. 
Law Code of Gortyn: oldest example of western law
Athenian Constitution: established democracy and the basis of American government
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Ancient Greece:  American Connections

Ancient Greece has provided a great number of contributions to the modern world.  High on their list of achievements rein the ideals utilized in the formation of the government of the United States of America.  True, a Greek orator did not proclaim the natural rights of man include “life, liberty, and property,” however as being the world’s first democracy, Greece provided a great example from which our modern government and society could grow. (Locke) The Ancient Greek philosophers also proclaimed the value of the ever interesting questions that continue to foster a better understanding of our natural and manmade world.  Within the confines of this study we are to uncover a comparison of the American Democratic government with the Athenian Democratic government, delve into the concept of civic virtue by definition and Ancient Greek examples of civic virtue, and finally an analysis of the philosophers that set the tone of modern thought.   As being the world’s first democracy, Ancient Athens plays an integral part in the character of the government of the United States of America.  
Firstly, the Athenians had a constitution.  Although the Athenians did hold a constitutional assembly, the Athenian Constitution, as recorded by Plato, has much of a foundation for our American Constitution. (Long)  The Athenian Constitution is a lengthy record of ideals, events, quotations, and policy.  It was a document that was more of an observation than a set order of governing; however the historic placement of having a “constitution” marks Athens and the United States as a similarity.  (Long)  
Similarly, one can also cite the Ancient Greeks as having a law code as evidenced by the Law Code of Gortyn.  The Law Code of Gortyn is a law code from a city state in southern Crete that mostly deals with laws of inheritance and sexual deviance. (Halsall)  The Law Code of Gortyn is the largest collection of legal code from Greek in existence. (Halsall)  Our legal system has many more categories as one would presume; however once again, this provides a similarity in both systems.  
While studying the two forms of government, Roderick Long , Associate Professor of Philosophy at Auburn University, points out that “Athenians would have guffawed at the notion of calling the United States, for example, a democracy; by their standards it would have been a moderate oligarchy.”  (Long)  The reason for this is that the democratic system we have is something called a representative democracy.  This means that we elect individual to voice our views in our government.  This is slightly off color when painting the picture of democracy created by the Athenians.  The Athenians created a government from the ideals of having each individual voting on policy decisions or ideas.  This type of governing body is called a direct democracy.  However much this seems idealistic, one could argue that the population alone in the United States would be too cumbersome to employ this style of governing body.  Additionally, in the Greek governing body only free men were allowed to vote, whereas in America today all adults have the ability to vote.  (Forms)
With the democratic form of government, more so than any other form of government, the population is essential.  It is detailed that the population must have what is called civic virtue for a democracy to thrive.  Civic virtue is defined as “a necessary component of a democracy  concerning the responsibilities of citizens such as involving putting the good of one’s community before oneself, participating in government by voting or running for public office, and giving one’s time to help others in one’s community, state, and country.” (Classroom)  

One individual that embodied this style of citizenship was Solon.  He is remembered as “one of the seven wise men” of ancient Greece.  (Greek)  He is credited for bringing the democratic system to the Greeks and expanding the voting rights as a great reformer.  (Greek)

The degree of dedication to democracy and civic virtue by a second individual can best be stated with his own words “"Each single one of our citizens, in all the manifold aspects of life, is able to show himself the rightful lord and owner of his own person, and do this, moreover, with exceptional grace and exceptional versatility."  This individual is Pericles.  Pericles ruled in Athens during the “Golden Age.”  He is consistently depicted wearing a helmet in busts due to his great military campaigns, but is also known as the “first citizen” due to his great works within his government.  These include supporting the arts and science and dissuading corruption in government.  (Greek)

An aspect of considerable controversy within the Greek society was the education system.  The schools of Athens have been landmarked as some of the greatest in human history.  The controversial piece to this element is that the great thinkers and teachers in Athenian society were in large part opposed to a pure democratic state.  Specifically, Plato has a great deal of aversion to the ideal of having a private education system.  Plato favored the education system of the rival city state Sparta.  He favored this so that individuals of educated manner would be making the decisions for the state.  He and his teacher Socrates believed that those of expertise should be making the decisions in the matters of their subject area rather than giving the decision to the masses.  Concerning his own sentence of death Socrates stated that if he had been a politician he would have been given death much earlier.  He did not mean that people’s power was great, rather that the power of pure numbers can many times sway in the favor of popular opinion instead of reason.  The form of government in the United States could then be argued to have been created a bit in their vision as a more effective model of governance.  (Long)
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Instructional Prodedures and Activities
I  Introduction: 

Students will enter the room and look to the front board for the “Bell Ringer” prompt.  The prompt to be written on the front board, or to be viewed through the presentation will ask the question: What is a democracy?  What is a citizen’s role in a democracy?  

II Lesson Overview


Provide students the objectives of the lesson as well as provide individuals the lesson details.  

1.  Lesson Presentation
2.  Democracy Analysis

3.  Philosopher Investigation

4.  Quiz

III  Vocabulary


Students will then be prompted that their note taking procedure for the day will be to give the definitions for the provided vocabulary terms throughout the lesson presentation.  

III Lesson Presentation


The lesson presentation has been given in both PowerPoint format as well as in an interactive whiteboard file.  The pages have been compiled from the provided Cicero presentations.  The interactive whiteboard setting will allow one to work with the available pictures and allow for more student interaction.  Remember that students are to take notes on the provided vocabulary terms within the lesson presentation.  
IV Democracy Analysis


Within the interactive whiteboard Content Presentation are the two lesson activities outside of the assessment.  The first activity can be found in the Cicero system and is listed in the materials section as Cicero: Unit 1:  Activities:  Connections: Forms of Democracy

V Philosopher Investigation


Students will also have the ability to work more in depth on the given Greek philosophers using the Cicero web quest found in the materials section as Cicero: Unit 1:  Activities:  Projects: Greek Philosophers.  

VI Formal Assessment

Students will have the opportunity to work toward a formal assessment of knowledge gained throughout the lesson.  
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 For the high flying students, detailed versions of the Law Code of Gortyn and the Athenian constitution have been provided. 
Students of varying levels should be grouped together to form collaborative groups in the web quest project. 



Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Vocabulary

Democracy Analysis
Philosopher Investigation

Quiz
Materials and Resources 
Vocabulary and Bell Ringer Sheet
Modified Cicero Unit 1 Content presentation
Cicero: Unit 1:  Activities:  Connections: Forms of Democracy
Cicero: Unit 1:  Activities:  Projects: Greek Philosophers
Cicero: Unit 1:  Primary Sources:  Projects: Greek Philosophers
Law Code of Gortyn  ( http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/450-gortyn.html )
Athenian Constitution  ( http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/athenian_const.1.1.html )
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Cicero Authors
Justin Van Fleet, Loyalsock Township Township School District
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