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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  (Type here.):
Teacher Name(s):  Lyle Wesneski
School District: Troy Area School District
Building: Troy Middle school
Grade Level: 8
Subject: Pennsylvania History
Time Required: 86 minute block period (approximately 2 regular class periods)
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis):

This lesson will enable students to students will gain an understanding of the economic, political, and religious reasons that precipitated the French and Indian War in North America.  Through collaborative research and reporting activities, students will be able to identify and describe in detail five major causes of the French and Indian War:  conflicting claims between Great Britain and France over territory and waterways, beaver trade, religious differences, control of the Grand Banks, and tensions from prior wars.
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
What were the major political, economic, and religious causes of the French and Indian War in North America?
How did events in Pennsylvania lead to the start of the French and Indian War in America?

Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
Lesson/Unit Objectives
The students will be able to: 
1. Explain how conflicting claims over territory and control of major waterways            

               led to war?
2. Describe why beaver trade and religious differences were important to both  
               Great Britain and France.
3. Explain how and why the Grand Banks and tension from previous wars  

                           became important to this conflict?
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Missionaries

Pelts
St Lawrence Waterways

Mad Hatters

Frontiersmen

Papal Influence

Catholicism

Protestants
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Major Causes of the French and Indian War

The French and Indian War in North America had 5 major causes that led to this 

World-wide conflict.  The first cause was who was going to control the waterways and 

conflicting claims of the same territory.  The French made big money from fur trade with 

the Native Americans. They had no intentions of developing land settlements.  Instead, 

France was setting up trading posts and missions along the St. Lawrence waterways. 

Britain disagreed and believed they were losing agricultural and trade potential. They saw 

this as a means to expand their growing global empire. The English settlers moved over 

the Appalachians to the Ohio River Valley for its rich soil and water routes to the 

Mississippi.  The French sent military forces to remove the settlers but failed to do so. 

They began to construct forts at specific chokepoints as forts became a focal point in this 

battle.  Who was going to control the Great Lakes, Mississippi, Gulf Coast, St. Lawrence, 
and the Ohio River Valley?

Secondly, how much trouble could a semi-aquatic rodent cause?   Beavers were a hot commodity leading up to the French and Indian War.  Fur trade was booming as trappers worked hard to catch beavers as they were selling for twenty times the cost in Europe compared to North America.  Felt hats were the hot item of the time period as the burly frontiersmen spent months at a time in the wilderness harvesting the beavers.  Felt hats were made from fur that was processed by plucking the hair and then brushing with a mercury solution. (Mad Hatters) Trappers and traders were making so much money the government stepped in to regulate it.  France and England put regulations and rules for trading in place. They also began to tax the fur trading industry.  Traders and trappers disliked the government regulations and ignored the rules by selling to the highest bidder. Native American tried to control trade in their own areas.

Religious differences had a major impact on this conflict as well.  The French had Jesuit missionaries venture into the wilderness to create relationships with the Algonquian Indians.  Their goal was to convert as many Natives to Catholicism as possible.  Catholicism was the official religion of New France and protestant were not allowed to settle in this area.  The missionaries were unsuccessful at converting most of the Natives but did create a close relationship that would be beneficial when creating alliances would happen.  Armand de La Richardie worked with the Huron to help lay the groundwork for all the French alliances in the coming war.  The British were a mix of German, Dutch, and English dominated by a variety of Protestant denominations. Although very religious, American colonists were very wary of Papal influence of the Catholic Church and persecution under the Church of England.  It was religious freedom that compelled the Colonial Government to keep separation of church and state from any one central region. These views fueled the conflict.
Control of the Grand Banks was another cause of the French and Indian War.  This area was one of the most productive fisheries in the world.  It is located off the coast of Newfoundland and became the preferred fishing spot since the Portuguese began harvesting it in the 15th century.  Italian explorer John Cabot made the area even more prevalent after exploring in 1497.  Codfish was the catch of the area.  France and England wanted to control this area.
Finally, can war really last 100 years?  England and France had four wars during this span of 100 years and the French and Indian War was the last.  All wars in North America coincided with wars in or around Europe.  The British won the first three but France never lost the North American colonies until the end of the French and Indian War.    
 
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
Anticipatory Set: 
Word Splash:  Students will analyze the random order of words as the teacher introduces the new topic (Causes of the French and Indian War). Students will generate a minimum of 5 predictions between the word list and the topic.  Students will write their predictions as complete sentences. #2’s in “paired heads" will share with your partner and #1’s will listen. Then #1’s will write as you and your partner select the two best predictions and the #1 will share to the class.
Word list:  tension, fishing, Protestants, Catholicism, frontiersmen, moats, missionaries, forts, St Lawrence Waterways, pelts, Jumonville Affair, George Washington, Fort Necessity, Fort Duquesne

Procedures: 

1. The class will be divided into 5 groups. Each group will be assigned one of the causes of the French and Indian War (Territory and Waterways, Beaver Trade, Religion, Tension, and Grand Banks).
2. Each group will be give 20 minutes and three laptops per group to research their assigned topic.
3. The recorder will collect all the information and the presenter will do the speaking on  behalf of the group
4. The class will take notes on the findings of each group as they present to the entire class.
5. The teacher will use a Power Point presentation to present information and details on the  five causes of the French and Indian war
a. After Section 1 of the Presentation (Territory and Waterways), students will take part in a Standing Conversation with their partner
b. After Section 2 (Beaver Trade), students will do a “Think-Ink-Share” with their partner
c. After Section 3 (Religion), students will do a “Give-One-Get-One” activity with someone besides their partner.
d. After Section 4 (Tension from Prior Wars), students will create one test question from this section.
e. After Section 5 (Grand Banks), students will write a “$2 Summary” from this section.
6. Students will summarize the Lesson Essential Questions on the back of their Graphic Organizer in 50-75 words.
7. Students will now work with their partner to create a visual poster representing learning that took place in this lesson.
8. Students will write in their Learning Logs:  Three things I learned from today’s lesson are……..
Homework:
Students will complete the Cause and Event graphic organizer on the 5 causes of the French and Indian War.
Extension: 

Have students write a one page essay explaining how North America would be different had the French won the war.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 




Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Formative:
1. Teacher observation and monitoring during small group/partner discussions

2. Student completion of the graphic organizer, essential question answers, posters, and learning logs
Summative:
1. Students will write two effective essays based on the following topics:

a.  Causes of the French and Indian War

b. Why fur trade had such an impact in North America?

Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Lyle Wesneski, Troy Area School District, Troy Middle School
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