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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  Civil Rights Amendments (13, 14 and 15)
Teacher Name(s):  Chris Weldy
School District: Athens Area School District
Building:  Harlan Rowe Junior High School
Grade Level: 8
Subject: 8th Social Studies, Civics and Government
Time Required: 1-2 forty-five minute class periods
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis):  The lesson focuses on the Civil Rights Amendments - the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution.             First, students will be able to “interpret” the meaning of the original amendments and how they applied to the historical, social, and political events of the time period in which they were written.  Then, through the use of media, including the documentary “A Time for Justice”, students will identify failures to enforce these amendments and how these failures lead to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and 60’s.
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
What are the Civil Rights Amendments and how did they affect U.S. history, society, and government from the beginning of Reconstruction to the Civil Rights movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s?
Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
(Include standards numbers and standards statements.)
	PA Academic Standards - Civics and Government (2002) - Grade 9


	Category C.5.1.9 Principles and Documents of Government

	Statement C.5.1.9.C Analyze the principles and ideals that shape government.

	Descriptor C.5.1.9.C.1 Constitutional government

	Descriptor C.5.1.9.C.4 Federalism

	Statement C.5.1.9.E Analyze the basic documents shaping the government of the United States.

	Descriptor C.5.1.9.E.5 Declaration of Independence

	Descriptor C.5.1.9.E.8 United States Constitution

	Statement C.5.1.9.F Contrast the individual rights created by the Pennsylvania Constitution and those created by the Constitution of the United States.

	Statement C.5.1.9.H Explain and interpret the roles of framers of basic documents of government from a national and Pennsylvania perspective.

Category C.5.2.9 Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Statement C.5.2.9.A Contrast the essential rights and responsibilities of citizens in systems of government.

Descriptor C.5.2.9.A.2 Democracy

Statement C.5.2.9.B Analyze citizens’ rights and responsibilities in local, state and national government



	


Lesson/Unit Objectives
1.  Students will be able to interpret and analyze the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments.
2. Students will be able to identify and give examples of how these Amendments “solidified” the Emancipation Proclamation.

3. Students will be able to identify violations in these amendments nearly 100 years after their passage.
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Civil rights 
Poll tax
Suffrage
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Civil Rights Amendments (13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments)

 
The most common misconception about the Emancipation Proclamation is that President Abraham Lincoln freed all the slaves in the United States with this measure. In truth, Lincoln declared that all slaves were free in any state that was a part of the Confederate States of America on January 1, 1863. In other words, the slaves who were freed were only the slaves in areas the American government did not control. Lincoln issued a second part of the plan on January 1, 1863. In this he listed the specific states where slavery was abolished. Many people questioned the validity of the Proclamation because Congress had not approved it. President Lincoln had issued the Emancipation Proclamation without Congressional debate. The Emancipation Proclamation accomplished its unspoken goal of keeping Great Britain from entering the war on the side of the Confederacy. The British had strong economic interests to aid the South. However, through the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln made the war a war against slavery; and it became politically impossible for Britain, which was strongly against slavery, to support the South. In addition, the Emancipation Proclamation laid the foundation for the Thirteenth Amendment, which was passed in 1865, banning slavery throughout the United States.
   
 The Thirteenth Amendment, which formally abolished slavery in the United States, passed the Senate on April 8, 1864, and the House on January 31, 1865. On February 1, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln approved the Joint Resolution of Congress submitting the proposed amendment to the state legislatures. The necessary number of states ratified it by December 6, 1865. This Amendment to the United States Constitution provides that "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction."

With the adoption of the 13th amendment, the United States found a final constitutional solution to the issue of slavery. The Thirteenth Amendment, along with the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, constitute this trio of Civil War amendments that greatly expanded the civil rights of Americans.

References:

	

	U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408 • 1-86-NARA-NARA • 1-866-272-6272 


     http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=40
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
(List/describe the step-by-step sequence of procedures and learning activities.) 
Note: Activities will occur after lessons on the causes of the U.S. Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation. Activities also occur after students have been taught procedures for Source Document Analysis.

1. Have students work in their groups to complete the rest of the study guide on the Thirteenth, fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.  (I organize students groups of three with differing academic abilities and, if possible, socioeconomic backgrounds.)

2.  Make sure students have identified the main concept for each amendment:
· Thirteenth Amendment:    Abolishes slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime
· Fourteenth Amendment:   Defines citizenship, contains the privileges or immunities clause, the due process clause, the equal protection under the law clause, and deals with post-Civil War issues
· Fifteenth Amendment:   Prohibits the denial of suffrage (right to vote) based on race, color, or “previous condition of servitude”; does not include “gender” 
3. While watching the film, A Time for Justice, students must identify 3 violations of each amendment or violations of the “spirit” of the amendments.

4. Group discussion on step 3.
5. Follow up activity would be to examine the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The Voting Act of 1965, and the Twenty-fourth Amendment.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

1. The differentiation starts with the pairings

2. The assessment (depth of understanding) varies based up a student’s cognitive ability.



Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
1. The group must take an open-ended assessment (included)

2. Unit test has questions based on a correct interpretation of the U.S. Constitution- Amendments 13, 14,15
Materials and Resources 
· Primary Documents:

The Emancipation Proclamation: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/
Amendments 13, 14, and 15 to the United States Constitution http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html
http://www.house.gov/house/Constitution/Amend.html
· Documentary film “A Time for Justice” (http://www.videosurf.com/video/a-time-for-justice-academy-award-winner-1322513995) or any other appropriate film that shows the causes of and early development of the Civil Rights Movement (pre-Civil Rights Act of 1964) 
· Laptops with Thesaurus/Printed Thesaurus
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Chris Weldy, Harlan Rowe Junior High School, Athens, PA
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