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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE: Civil Rights SCOTUS cases
Teacher Name(s): Kirk Bower, Robert Watkins
School District: Loyalsock Township School District, Towanda Area School District
Building: Loyalsock Township High School, Towanda High School
Grade Level: 11th and 12th 
Subject:  U. S. History, Civil Rights
Time Required: Two 45-minute periods or one 90-minute block
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis): The purpose of this lesson is to compare and contrast outcomes of two Supreme Court cases. The two cases are: Worchester v. Georgia           and Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas. Students will be able to analyze the drastically different outcomes of these two civil rights cases.
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
1. Do Supreme Court cases carry weight if not enforced by the President?
2. Are “checks and balances” always a good thing?

3. Can similar cases have differing social reactions?

Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
 (Include standards numbers and standards statements.)
5.1. I.
Sources, Purpose, and Functions of Law
5.1. J.
Individual Rights and the Common Good

5.1. L.
Roles of Courts in Resolving Conflicts

5.2. E.
Ways Citizens Influence Decisions and Actions of Government

8.3. B.
Documents, Artifacts, and Change

8.3. D.
Conflict and Cooperation Among Groups

Lesson/Unit Objectives
1. Students will analyze the decisions rendered in two Supreme Court cases dealing with civil rights.
2. Students will compare/contrast Worchester v. Georgia and Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas.
3. Students will examine “checks and balances” between the courts and executive branch.
4. Students will analyze social, political, and economical issues with civil rights.
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Writ of Mandamus
Injunction

Jurisdiction

Treaty

Appeal

Judicial Review

Separate but Equal
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Supreme Court Civil Rights Cases

The lesson will use the C.S.I. approach, which will allow students to investigate the outcomes of two separate Supreme Court cases: Worchester v. Georgia (1832) and Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954). The C.S.I. approach establishes students as “time-travelling detectives” who will investigate events in history (Williams, 26).

Through this approach students will gain an understanding of economic, social, and political (E.S.P.) issues of a particular time period. Economics, social settings, and the political atmosphere had great impacts on the enforcement of these two cases. Students will be given the opportunity to investigate the outcomes of these two cases, as well as, questioning the issues surrounding the notion of “checks and balances.”

In the Worchester v. Georgia case, Georgia tried to regulate access to the Cherokees’ land. In a unanimous decision, John Marshall wrote the Court’s opinion. In his opinion, Marshall stated that it was only the federal government which had authority over Indian lands, not the states. Marshall went on to define the nature of Indian nations as a “distinct political community, having territorial boundaries, within which their authority is exclusive” (Brinkley, 228). Marshall established property protection for the Cherokees as for any other land owner (Irons). 

The issue for the Court’s decision was going to be the enforcement of the decision – something President Andrew Jackson was not willing to do. Through his experiences fighting Indians and the passing of his Indian-adopted son, Lyncoya, Jackson viewed Indians as a “barbarian” and an “ill-fated race,” which would never “grow up” in pace with the growth of America (Burstein, 185).

When the Worchester v. Georgia decision was announced, Jackson showed little sympathy for the Cherokees. Jackson was sure he would have the support of the southerners, westerners, and expansionists. Jackson was so confident that he reportedly stated, “John Marshall has made his decision. Now, let him enforce it” (Irons).

This will lend students to research the results of Jackson’s refusal to enforce the Court’s decision, which led to the “Trails of Tears” and American perceptions at that time.

Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas is the landmark Supreme Court case which overturned the Plessy v. Ferguson case dealing with the issues of segregation of races. The Brown case was a combination of five separate cases. The cases were first argued in December 1952, but in June of 1953 the Court requested re-argument based on the original intent of the 14th Amendment (Goode, 37). Thurgood Marshall emphasized his oral arguments on Kenneth Clark’s research on the ill-effects of segregated schools, Justice Harlan’s dissent in Plessy, and the impassioned dissent of Judge J. Waties Waring in the South Carolina’s court (Irons).

Earl Warren, the new Chief Justice, realized that this decision needed to be a unanimous decision. Through his advice from Felix Frankfurter and his political skills, Warren wrote a decision all the associate justices could agree upon. Warren went on to write, “We conclude that in the field of education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal” (Goode, 42).

There was great resistance to the Brown decision; from the issues in Little Rock’s Central High School, the Declaration of Constitutional Principles, outcries by Governors Faubus and Wallis, to Rosalie Gordon’s Nine Men Against America (Goode 45-50). Also, Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy may have been sympathetic but neither were necessarily “committed crusaders” (Brinkley, 812).

Yet, there was an economic, social, and political atmosphere which was not reminiscent of the time period surrounding the Worchester decision. The Montgomery Bus Boycott placed economic pressures on the bus company. The SNCC, Freedom Riders, Birmingham and D.C. marches brought the movement to the social front. The Civil Rights Acts of the 1960s brought civil rights to the political spectrum (Brinkley, 812-814).

Through using E.S.P. and C.S.I, students will have the opportunity to research these events. They will have the chance to establish their findings through documentation and share their experiences through presentations and discussion.
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Instructional Prodedures and Activities
(List/describe the step-by-step sequence of procedures and learning activities.) 
1. Students will be given excerpts of the Worchester case and the Brown case.
2. Students will summarize the cases using E.S.P.
3. Students will construct a time-line of events following the court decisions
4. Students will investigate and analyze the different outcomes with C.S.I.
5. Students will present their findings through an essay and PowerPoint presentation.
6. Class Discussion
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

Think-pair-share
Think-pair-write

Collaborative investigation



Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Formative 

Completion of graphic organizers
Written summary response

Assessment of quality of student responses during class discussion

Summative

Assessment of written essay
Assessment of Power Point Presentation (See included rubric.)
Materials and Resources 
Internet resources:
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0031_0515_ZS.html
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1792-1850/1832/1832_2
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1950-1959/1952/1952_1
Included Resources:
Graphic Organizers  
Compare/Contrast with Summary (Learning Focused Strategies)
E.S. P. Express (Cicero toolbox)


Power Point Presentation rubric
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Kirk Bower, Loyalsock Township School District, Loyalsock Township High School
Robert Watkins, Towanda Area School District, Towanda Junior-Senior High School
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