BLaST IU 17 Liberty Fellowship
“Content” Book Review and Presentation

Teachers that selected “Content” books this year will need to post a written Book Review on the online Wiki site, and present an oral summary and reflection on the book to our TAH Grant Fellowship members during the Summer Institute.
Online Book Review Requirements
Requirements for the online Book Review are as follows:

1. After reading the book you selected, complete a minimum 3 paragraph book 

review in a Word document that includes the following: (*See sample book review on the next page.)

a. Title of Text and Author

b. Introductory paragraph that gives a brief abstract of the text and a hint of the 

reviewer’s reaction toward the content.

c. Body text that gives an explanation of the text (without revealing too much of  the conclusion if it is a work of fiction), an in-depth explanation of the

reviewer’s perspective on the work and how this work could/could not be 

used within the classroom.

d. Summary paragraph wrapping up the review and providing closure to the 

reader.
2. Access the online Wiki site set up by Jodi Wieder at the following link: http://www.wikispaces.com/t/c/3cxkuWFNzA1qt4HuZSehxe.  

a. You have received an e-mail invitation from Jodi to set up a Wiki account (if you don’t already have one) and join the “BLaST IU Liberty Grant” Wiki. 
b. Complete the initial questions on the first page of the Wiki site.
c. Copy and paste your written review on the second page of the Wiki site.
d. E-mail a copy of your Word document book review to Larry Potash for posting on our TAH Moodle course.
3. Complete your online book review and e-mail your Word document to Larry by 
    June 17th.
4. Refer to the oral presentation format and schedule of presentations for June 
17 and 18 on page 3 below to see when you are scheduled to present you oral report/summary.
.
*SAMPLE BOOK REVIEW
Factory Girls: from Village to City in a Changing China by Leslie T. Chang is an insightful perspective of the cultural differences that exist within China for women as they move from rural to urban society seeking a better life. Some “go out” never to return to the farm, while others escape for a short time but return to their traditional roots. This book will elicit a reaction from anyone who reads it as the cultural expectations and demands are so vastly different from western culture.  

This book is also a story of the author’s exploration of her own personal heritage and encounters she has while reconnecting to her ancestry.

As a whole, the book is a must read for any teacher.  It offers such insight to the Chinese culture and gender issues that when completed, one continues to think about the stories and impact that the culture has on the people and the world.  However, I do not recommend that this text be used in its entirety in a classroom setting.  First, it is a slow read.  The storyline is initially choppy and redundant at times causing this reader to need to put it down several times before completing the 400+ pages.  Also, as the author relays her experiences, adult language is used as the situation dictated.  Although infrequently used, the language is not conducive to a middle school or high school setting.  How I would recommend this book be used is for a teacher to lift sections of chapters that would pertain to course material.  The book is formatted into 2 parts:  The City; The Village.  Each of these parts is divided into chapters and each chapter has divisions within to separate time or topic.  The redundancy that exists is an asset in this situation as it will give necessary background information for the reader to understand the lifted passage.  In doing so, the teacher can avoid inappropriate content yet still offer his/her students insight into the growing female factory culture.

Overall, I enjoyed the book and have recommended it to family and friends.  It definitely makes one compare US and Chinese working culture and the family.  I struggled with how many stars to give this book.  Initially I was only going to give it a 3 due to how tough it was for me to read.  However, once I realized how much I still think about the content, I realized it is definitely a story that needs to be heard, giving it a 4 star rating.  I do caution against giving it to students, but there is valuable information within that could be modified for use in a classroom.

Oral Presentation Format and Schedule
For the oral presentation, each book will be presented to the general audience during your assigned session. These presentations may range from 5-10 minutes.  Presenters are expected to share a brief synopsis of their books, their overall feelings towards the book (worth reading or not), any new information learned as a result of reading the book, and recommendations on how to use or adapt the text to a classroom situation (if applicable).  A Power Point is not necessary, but it may be used if the individual or pair of presenters prefers this format.

	Presenting at Summer Institute 

(June 17-18, 2013)
Ben Miller (June 17)

Jennifer Beck (June 17)

Justin Van Fleet (June 17)

Liz Segraves (June 17)

Bob Moore (June 17)

Todd Smith (June 18)

John Shaffer (June 18)

Bill Wallitsch (June 18)
Matt Holmes (June 18)

Heather Westbrook (June 18)


	Title and Author of Book

Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr., by Ron Chernow

The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America, by Erik Larsen 
Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President, by Candace Millard
All But My Life: A Memoir, by Gerda Weismann Klein
FDR, by Jean Edward Smith
Reagan and Gorbachev: How the Cold War Ended, by Jack F. Matlock

The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11, by Lawrence Wright
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