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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  (Type here.):
Teacher Name(s):  Dan Peterman

School District:  East Lycoming School District

Building:  Hughesville High School

Grade Level: 7th

Subject: World Geography

Time Required: Two-three days of 43 minute class periods.

Lesson/Unit Summary:  
This lesson is designed to get students to think about the facts and details about the Holocaust.  We have spent a good deal of time learning about the treatment of Holocaust victims (micro) now it is time for students to know that a victim’s plight was a small part of a larger plan (macro).  Students have read “The Devil’s Arithmetic” and have a detailed account of what it meant to be captured by the Germans, transported to a concentration camp and what it took to survive the brutal treatment and conditions of the Holocaust.  Students have also witnessed “Surviving the Trains” and “If You Cried You Died” which are both true, primary source documents and streaming videos about being captured and sent to a concentration camp.  (The Devil’s Arithmetic” is historical fiction.)
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
Why is it necessary to understand where the Holocaust fits in a timeline of WWII and of world history?

Knowing where the camps were located, do you think the Allies were correct to not bomb them earlier in the war?

Geographically, which groups of people were persecuted most?

Where were the concentration camps and when was the first one opened?

How did the world respond to the news about the Holocaust?  Before WWII, during WWII and after?

What were the two most significant outcomes of the Holocaust?

Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
 (Include standards numbers and standards statements.)
WORLD HISTORY

8.3.9 CONFLICT AMONG GROUPS
A. Analyze how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations impacted world history through Europe. 

· Domestic Instability 

· Ethnic and Racial Relations            

· Military Conflicts

D. Identify and evaluate conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in world 
      history from 1890 to the present.  
· Military Conflicts  (e.g., World War I, World War II, War on Terrorism)
GEOGRAPHY

 7.3.9 B. Explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. 
· Ethnicity of people at national levels (e.g., customs, celebrations, languages, religions)  

· Culture distribution (e.g., ethnic enclaves and neighborhoods) 


Analyze the significance of human activity in shaping places and regions by their cultural 

characteristics. 

8.1.7. A:  Demonstrate continuity and change over time using sequential order and context of events.

8.4.7. D:  Explain how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the history of the world.

8.4.7. B:  Explain the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history.

1.6.6. A   Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations.

 Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information, or opinions.

Lesson/Unit Objectives
Students will be able to identify the beginning and ending dates of the Holocaust.

Students will be able to list some groups of people targeted by Hitler in the Holocaust.

Students will be able to identify two types of concentration camps and name two specific camps.

Students will be able to describe a ghetto.

Students will be able to define Final Solution.

Students will be able to explain why the world did not react at first to the Holocaust.

Some students will be able to rationalize why the allies did not bomb the camps.

Students will be able to explain why and when the nation of Israel was created.

Students will be able to mathematically represent the statistics of the results of the Holocaust on the Jewish population.

Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Holocaust

Zyklon B

SS St. Louis

concentration camp

Nazi


Ghetto


anti-Semitism

Dachau

Hitler


Final Solution

Zionism

Auschwitz

Aryan


Mein Kampf

Israel




Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
(Insert a 2-3 page abstract that details your research on the lesson/unit topic. This is where you get to share your scholarship with your peers. You should provide enough information that a teacher could potentially teach the lesson/unit and answer general questions based on studying your narrative.
Adolph Hitler’s transformation from imprisoned German traitor in 1923, to chancellor of Germany in 1933, allowed him the chance to begin his quest of ridding not just Germany, but all of Europe, of all Jews.  Much has been written about young Adolph Hitler’s youth and family life.  From his strict upbringing at the hands of a stern father who supposedly did not spare the rod--perhaps he saw in his progeny at a young age what the world would not discover until it was almost too late--to the tender care and mercies he exhibited when his mother lay dying of breast cancer, much time and effort have been expended in trying to discover a reason for this madman’s actions.


Why Hitler chose the course of actions that would ultimately lead to the total destruction of the thing he supposedly was trying to save, Germany has been the subject of much fodder for close to eighty years now.  For most seventh graders, whose limited knowledge of the 20th Century is frightful, the answer to why lies somewhere at the feet of the Jews.  So a good unit of study for a 12-13 year old mind revolves around the Holocaust.  A natural place to begin is with the reading of the novel “The Devil’s Arithmetic” by Jane Yolen.  Through historical fiction the author graphically takes the reader on an unforgettable trip through the Holocaust.  It is increasingly tough to impress some young teens though.  That’s why I show the movie to them after we’ve read the book. 


As a culminating activity for the Holocaust unit, which is a significant segment of a unit on WWII in Europe, students must write an essay about the Holocaust.  However, even after reading the novel and viewing the screen version and taking notes and listening to my explanations of how it happened, students have more questions than answers when it is time to put pen to essay.  So, last year I started and now, as a result of this assignment, am putting the finishing touches on an activity that should give students all the tools they need to write their essay.


To keep it simple it will be a 25--question outline of the Holocaust.  Not an in depth description of it.  The novel accomplishes that task on a micro scale. It is one person’s experience capture, transport to and attempted survival in a concentration camp.  Now it’s time for the macro approach: Showing the student that the experiences they just witnessed were only a small part of a much larger plan, Hitler’s Final Solution.


In order to answer all their questions I find it necessary to begin with the rise of the Nazis and Hitler’s desperate attempt to find a scapegoat on which to lay the blame for all of Germany’s problems.  Never mind the fact that the real blame lay squarely at the feet of the militaristic Germany that began WWI.  Students quickly grasp that fact during the WWI unit.


  To start, students need to know that the Holocaust was the attempted removal of all Jews from Europe by Adolph Hitler.  It was carried out by the Nazis, the National Socialist German Worker’s Party, from 1933-1945.  The Nazi party leader was Adolph Hitler who planned to create a “superior” Aryan race.


Students immediately begin to wonder in which countries were the Jews in danger.  All the countries that Germany overwhelmed at the start of WWII in Europe were subjected to the Holocaust, Germany included.  Before being sent to a concentration camp, victims were sometimes sent to a ghetto where they were allowed to be with their family but suffered from hard work, hunger and disease.         The largest and most infamous was the Warsaw Ghetto.


Students also wonder who, besides those of Jewish heritage, was in danger of being caught.  Eventually Jews, Poles, Communists, Gypsies, Romas, Greeks, Slavs, the handicapped and homosexuals were sent to one of over 100 concentration camps.  Students always want to know how many camps there were.  Prisoners from over 30 countries wound up in places like Dachau, the first camp, Sobibor and Auschwitz, the largest.  There were two types of camps, work and death.


All because it was part of Hitler’s “Final Solution”, his plans to exterminate all the Jews of Europe.  No place was safe from the marauding German army.  Weddings, workplaces, homes, schools and hospitals were all places the Nazi soldiers searched in their sadistic fidelity to Hitler.  For the survivors of this brutal loss of freedom and the even more merciless trip to a concentration camp--about half died before ever reaching a concentration camp—the worst was yet to come. 


The novel does an excellent job of placing the reader squarely in the midst of the Holocaust.  Through the eyes of a 12 year old girl, the author brings to vivid life the awful cruelty suffered by 13 million victims.


At novels end though, there are many questions about the Holocaust left unanswered.  Students always wonder how the world responded to the Holocaust and just exactly when other countries found out about it.  The answer is that the world did nothing and that it knew about the Holocaust as soon as it began in Germany in 1933.  Even as news of the atrocities grew, countries like the United States did not respond.  Finally as the war turned in the Allies favor, the advancing Allied armies liberated the camps.


Perhaps the most intellectual questions that students have revolve around what happened to the survivors.  Students always want to know how many inmates survived the Holocaust.  How many of the total Jewish population of Europe were actually captured?  How many were killed immediately, how many survived the train rides to camp?  How many of them still live today?  Did American Jews get sent?  Some students want to know if any country lost all of its Jewish population in the Holocaust or which country lost the most or the highest percentage.


Well, as near as can be figured only about 100,000-350,000 concentration camp victims are still alive.  Of the nine million Jewish present in Europe at the start of the Holocaust, fewer than a third survived.  Some sources say as many as 78% died in those thirteen years, about three million while being arrested or in transport to the camps and another three million in the camps.  


According to a noted Holocaust survivor and demographer, Professor Sergio Della Pergola, there would be somewhere near 32 million Jews worldwide today if not for the Holocaust, instead of the current 13 million.  Most of which live in Israel, the nation created at the end of WWII as a permanent homeland for Jews where they would never have to fear the likes of another Hitler ever again.


Whether or not the outline notes that accompany this set of notes will answer all of my students’ questions is something I’ll soon find out.  I know it will serve as an excellent resource for them when they begin their essays and it should save me a lot of grief from constantly having to remind them to look at their notes.  Now they’ll have them all in one hand set.  Including a chart that details the number of Jewish population and the estimated murdered from each European country.

Instructional Prodedures and Activities
(List/describe the step-by-step sequence of procedures and learning activities. 

I will start this lesson with a brief explanation of how it will equip students with the material they will need to write their essay on the Holocaust.  I will explain to them that they need to use the handout I’m supplying them for their background information.  They have a broad knowledge of what happened to the victims, but this activity will show them that each victim’s suffering was part of a much larger scheme, the Holocaust.

Show a timeline that brackets the Holocaust between WWI and WWII.  

After that is done, do a KWL sheet with students asking them to list four facts they K four they W and four they L from reading “The Devil’s Arithmetic”

After introducing the purpose, hand out a copy of the outline notes to each student.  

Begin a detailed explanation of each note.  I am not certain yet if I will have the answers blank, partially filled in or completely filled in.  With most students I’m sure a sheet with just the questions will suffice as those students will fill in the answer as it is revealed on the Smart Board.

Go over each answer to each question.  Monitor by walking around to see that students are completing their outline notes.  Remind students that while we are completing this activity and discussing the Holocaust, they need to think about how they are going to write their essay.  (Which topics are they going to focus on for their body paragraphs?)

Use Cicero Power Points and graphs, and use The History Teacher.net WWII Power Point to reinforce points.

I imagine that it will take at least a period and a half to accomplish this, possibly two periods.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

Give an outline sheet with answers filled in already for those who have difficulty scribing.

Use an outline sheet with answers partially filled in for those who are slow writers.
Have students who are identified choose one-paragraph essays or simply focus on the body paragraphs rather than a five-paragraph essay.




Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Formative:

Monitor by walking around to assess
Class participation 
Summative:

Check note sheets as a class participation grade
Essays are the summative assessment for this unit.
Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)

What They Didn’t Teach You About World War II by Mike Wright

If You Cried, You Died—primary source of two Holocaust survivors

Voices of the Holocaust—collection of primary source documents of the Holocaust and survivors

The Conquerors by Michael Beschloss

The World at War by Milliken Publishing Company, St. Louis, Missouri—reproducible material
Internet resources:

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html#nurem
http://frank.mtsu.edu/~baustin/jewvicts.html
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/04/090422121852.htm
The History Teacher.net

“All fear suddenly disappeared”, Williamsport Sun-Gazette. Tuesday, October 20, 2009

Cicero

Wikipedia

** I cannot find the source I used to know that every household in Germany was required to have a copy of Mein Kampf.

Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Dan Peterman, East Lycoming School District, Hughesville, PA
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