DOCUMENT: The Women’s Centennial Agenda, 1876

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, “Guaranteed to us and our
daughters forever”

The capstone of the celebration of the Centennial was a public reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence in Independence Square, Philadelphia, by a descendant of a signer,
Richard Henry Lee. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who was then president of the National
Woman Suffrage Association, asked permission to present silently a women’s protest
and a written Declaration of Rights. The request was denied. “Tomorrow we propose
to celebrate what we have done the last hundred years,” replied the president of the
official ceremonies, “not what we have failed to do.”

Led by suffragist Susan B, Anthony, five women appeared at the official read.mg,
distributing copies of their declaration. After this mildly disruptive gesture they with-
drew to the other side of Indepéndence Hall, where they staged a counter-Centennial
and Anthony read the following address. Compare it to the Declaration of Sentimenis
{pp- 214-16) of twenty-eight years before. Note the splendid oratorical flourish of the

final paragraph.

July 4, 1876

While the nation is buoyant with patriotism,
and all hearts are attuned to praise, it is with
sorrow we come to strike the one discordant
_note, on this one-hundredih anniversary of
our country’s birth. When subjects of kings,
emperars, and czars, from the old world join
in gur national jubilee, shail the women of the
republic refuse to lay their hands with bene-

" diciions on the nation’s head? Surveying
America’s exposition, surpassing in magnifi-
cence those of London, Paris, and Vienna, shall
we not rejoice at the success of the youngest
rival among the nations of the earth? May not
our hearts, in urdson with ali, swell with pride
at our great achievements as a people; our free
speech, free press, free schools, free church,
and the rapid progress we have made in mate-
rial wealth, trade, commerce and {he inventive
arts? And we do rejoice in the success, thus far,
of our experiment of seif-government. Qur
faith is firm and unwavering in the broad prin-
ciples of human rights proclaimed in 1776, not

only as abstract fruths, but as the corner stones
of a republic. Yet we cannot forget, even in this
glad hour, that while all men of every race, and
clime, and condition, have been invested with
the full rights of citizenship under our hos-

. pitable flag, alt women still suffer the degra-

dation of disfranchisement.
Thke history of our country the past hun-
dred years has been a series of assumptions

and usurpations of power over woman, in .

direct opposition to the principles of just gov-
ernment, acknowledged by the United States
as its foundation. . ..

And for the viclation of these fundamen-
tal principles of our government, we arraign
out rulers on this Fourth day of July, 1876,—
and these are our articles of impeachment:

Bills of attainder have been passed by the intro-
duction of the word “male” into all the State con-
stitutions, denying towomen the right of suffrage,
and théreby making sex a crime—an exercise of
power clearly forbidden in article 1, sections §, 10,
of the United States consfitution. . ..

Excerpted from Susan B. Anthony, Declaration of Rights for Women by the National Woman Suffrage Asso-
clation, in History of Weman Suffrage, edited by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslym
Gage, vol. 3 (Rochester, N.Y.: Susan B, Antheny, 1886), pp. 51-34.
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The right of trial by a jury of one’s peers was so
jealously guarded that States refused to ratify the
original constitution until it was guaranteed by
the sixth amendment. And yet the wommen of this
natien have never been allowed a jury of their
peers—being tried in all cases by men, native,
and foreign, educated ahd ignorant, virtuous and
vicious. Young girls have been arraigned in our
courts for the crime of infanticide; tried, con-
victed, hanged—victims, perchance, of judge,
jurcrs, advocates—while no woman's voice
could be heard in their defense. . ..

Taxation without representation, the immedi-
ate cause of the rebellion of the colonies against
Great Britain, is one of the grievous wrongs the
women of this country have suffered during the
century. Deploring war, with all the demoraliza-
tion that follows in its frain, we have been taxed
to support standing armies, with their waste of
life and wealth. Believing in temperance, we
have been taxed to support the vice, crime and
pauperism of the liquor traffic. While we suffer
its wrongs and abuses infinitely more than man,
we have no power to protect our sons against
this giant evil. . . .

Unequal codes for men and women, Held by
law a perpetual minor, deemed incapable of self-
protection, even in the industries of the world,
woman is denied equality of rights. The fact of
sex, not the quantity or quality of work, in most
cases, decides the pay and position; and because
of this injustice thousands of fatherless girls are
compelled fo choose between a life of shame and
starvation. Laws catering to mary's vices have cre-
ated two codes of morals in which penaities are
graded according to the polifical status of the

offender. Under such laws, women are fined and-

impriscned if found alone in the streets, or in
public places of resort, at certain hours. Under
the pretense of regulating public morals, police
officers seizing the occupants of disreputable
houses, march the women in platoons to prison,
while the men, pariners in their guilt, go free. . ..

Representation of woman has had no place in
the nation’s thought, Since the incorporation of
the thirfeen original States, twenty-four have
been admitted to the Union, not one of which has
recognized woman's right of seif-government.
On this birthday of our national liberties, July
Fourth, 1876, Colorado, like all her elder sisters,
comes into the Union with the invidious word
“male” in her constitution. . ..

The judiciary above the nation has proved itself
but the echo of the party in power, by uphold-
ing end enforcing laws that are opposed to the
spirit and letter of the. constitution. When the
slave power was dorminant, the Supreme Court
decided that a black man was not a citizen,
because he had not the right to vote; and when

the constitution was so amended as to make all
persons <itizens, the same high tribunal decided
that a woman, though a citizen, had not the right
to vote, Such vacillating interpretations of con-
stitutional law unseftle our faith in judicial
authority, and undermine the liberties of the
whole people.

These articles of impeachment against our
rulers we now submit to the impartial judg-
ment of the people. To all these wrongs and
oppressions woman has not submitted in
silence and resignation. From the beginning of
the century, when Abigail Adams, the wife of
one president and mother of another, said, “We
will not hold burselves bound to obey laws in
which we have no voice or representation,”
until now, woman's disconient has been
steadily increasing, culminating nearly thirty
years ago in a simitltaneous movement among
the women of the nation, demanding the right
of suffrage. In making cur just demands, a
higher motive than the pride of sex inspires us;
wefeelthatnational safety and stability depend
on the complete recognition of the broad prin-
ciples of our government. Woman’s degraded,
helpless position is the weak point in our insti-
tutions today; a disturbing force everywhere,
severing family ties, filling our asylums with
the deaf, the dumb, the blind; our prisons with
criminals, our cities with drunkenness and
prostitution; our homes with disease and
death. Tt was the boast of the founders of the
republic, that the rights for which they con-
tended were the rights of human nature. If
these rights are ignored in the case of one-haif
the people, the nation is surely preparing for its
downfall. Governments try themselves. The
recognition of a governing and a governed class
is incompatible with the first principles of free-
dom. Woman has not been a heedless spectator
of the events of this century, nor a dull listener
to the grand arguments for the equal rights of
humanity. From the earliest history of our
countzy. woman has shown equal devotion
with man to the cause of freedom, and has
stood firmly by his side in its defense. Together
they have made this country what it is.
Woman's wealth, thought and labor have
cemented the stones of every monument man
has reared to liberty.

And now, at the close of a hundred years,
as the hour-hand of the great clock that marks
the centuries points to 1876, we declare our
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faith in the principles of self-government; our man—her best interests, in all cases, to be sacri-
full equality with man in natural righis; that ficed to his will. We ask of our rulers, at this
womarn was made first for her own happiness, hour, no special privileges, no special legisla-
with the absolute right to herself—to all the tion. We askjustice, we askequality, weask that
opportunities and advantages life affords for ali the civiland politicai rights thatbeleng to cit-
her complete development; and we deny that: izens of the United States, be guaranteed to us
dogma of the centuries, incorporated in the and our daughters forever.

codes of all nations--that woman was made for

PATRICIA A. SCHECHTE
Ida B. Weélls and Southern Horrors

Ida B. Welis's 1892 pajnphlet Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in Al Its Phases launched a -
critical phase of the African American struggie for civil rights. Ifs statistical refutation
of the rape charge agajnst black men that was used to justify | ing is a sociological
breakthrough that has ptood the test of time apd study i the twentieth century. Wells
also demonsirates howl the concepts of “race” pnd “rape” were tied to power relations
in the administration pf justice, in the medif, and in everyday life. Finally, Wells
expounds the racial anfl class dimensions of the sexual double sfandard in ways that
connect to contemporaly feminist concerns with violence agains all women, commu-
nities of color, and the poor in the United Statps and globally.
The insights expressed in Southern Horrorg reflect Wells's perspnal and community
survival strategy in the|New South. Her situation was shaped by poth new opportuni-
ties and new oppressiors facing the first generation of free African Americans who came
of age after the Civil|War. Wells’s parents who had been sljves in Mississippi,
bequeathed to their children a legacy of stro religious faith, prifle in wage-earning,
and a commitment to eflucation that echoes
undertook over her lifeti
member of the Masons
American Missionary
Wells’s mother, “Lizzi
Methodist who made s

ho, after the war, sefved on the board off Holly Springs tocal
sociation school, Rust College, which his daughter attended:

herself leamned to
om a yellow fever
epidemic that swept the Pelta, sixteen-year-ol ‘Ida B. Wells was lef} to care for her five
siblings, earning money by teaching school. .

The prospect of betidr wages and the presgnce of extended faml.ly soon drew Wells
to Memphis, Tennessee. There, her intellectua social, and politicalfhorizons expanded
in a burgeoning black community notable for its highly accomplishpd middle-class and

This essay condenses material from fde B. Wells-Barnelt and @merican Reform, 1880-1930 by Patricia A. Schechter
(Chape! Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001}. © by Patricia A. Schechter.|Published by permission
of the author.




