Source Document Analysis

Declaration of Independence


Directions:

Use the copy of the Declaration of Independence in your Civics book on page 525.  Below are questions in regard to the Declaration of Independence. Using a dictionary (or online dictionary) for assistance, answer the following questions.

Why the Declaration of Independence was Written

1. What does the phrase “in course of human events” mean?

2. What does “dissolve the political bands which have connected them” mean?

3. What does “declare the causes which impel them to the separation” mean?

4. What does this first section tell us?

Statement of Basic Human Rights

5. “We hold these truths to be self evident”-

6. How are all men related?

7. “Endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights”

8. What is “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”?

Government Must Safeguard Human Rights

      9.  “That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men”

9a. For what purpose are governments instituted?

     10. “Deriving their just power from the consent of the governed”

10a. From whom does government get its power?

     11.  “That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends”

       “It is the right of the people to alter or abolish it”

11a. If government does not protect the rights of the people, what should 
        the people do with the government?

Abuses of Human Rights by the King

12. What does this section explain?

Colonial Efforts to Avoid Separation

13. What does this section explain?

The Colonies Declare Independence

14. According to the first sentence, who is writing the Declaration?

15. Who gives them the right to declare independence?
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