


HHORRID MASSACRE IN YIRGINIA:

Gabriel Prosser, VA, 1800

Nat Turner, VA, 1831



Jnderground llroad or Underground



Profile of a fugitive

Table 3
Gender of Runaways by State, Early Period (1790-1816)

North South
Virginia Carolina Tennessee Carolina Louisiana Total

Number of

females 14 18 G 55 13
(percentage)  (15) (18] (23) (11)

Number of

males 81 3 185 109
(percentage) (85) (82) { (89)

Totals 95 138 122

Table 4
Gender of Runaways by State, Late Period (1838-1860)

North South
Virginia Carolina Tennessee Carolina Louisiana Totals

Number of
females 17 18 2 89 104 248

(percentage)  (9) (14 ) 19 @) (9)
Number of
males 178 114 4 36 259 1068
(percentage) (91) (86) (88) (81] (71) (81)

_—

Totals 195 132 168 45¢ 363 1316




Profile of a fugitive
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3 Hunaway,

N the might of the 9th Nov. Iast, a negro man
W named JIM or ARMSTEAD, nged nbout 22
years, aliout five feet ten’inches high, very likely,
and when spoken to has a pleasing nppearsnce; has
vhiskera,  No’ particular marks recollected. lle
wore ofl’ when ha left a fur’eap, brown cloth frock
coat, ‘boots, &e.; had with him u variely of clothing,
description ot recollected, and will most likely
drees very well and “in newest fashion! e ulso
rode oft” a-large bay horse about 8 year old, a natu-
ral pacer, foretop hns been cut off and nearly grown
out, with a Spunish suddle quilted covor,andno pndd
waddle hags, &e. > 1 think it inost likely that he hns
attempted to make his way for Nashville, Tenn., or
New Orleane. He hos a mother in Nnh[}viﬂe./gn:sd
1o be ffee, the.wife of a man by the nathe of AVil-
won Dhavie, and wis raised in that'place shd has ma-
ny mdquiniznces. there: he. has lived for the 'ast
fedve years in New Orleans, nnd-was ‘a ghort time
since brought to Alabama by Wi, TN Gjmble, who
conveyed him to me. 1 have but little ddubt that he
will muke for one of theplacen mentioned, and will
pive a reasornble rewsrd 1o any person who ivill
apprehend nnd commit him to jail, or give mo saeh
informatign as will lead to the recovery of anid ne-
gro npd horse,

) (; '-04 ‘V. ,JI\NEO

Athene, Ala. Dee. l.‘l.—\\'ﬂrfl;/
Thezkwiisvilla Journal will. publicsh tha above

onee n week for three weeks, and charge this office.

—— R A e e st S s

Mrs, Burrell's g ’




Profile of a fugitive

Table 5

Countenance of Slaves as Described in Runaway Advertisements

Early Period, Late Period,
1790-1816 1838-1860

Description Number Percentage Number Percentage

Intelligent/Artful 81 142 11
Friendly/Polite 81 131 10
Cunning 52 |
Looks Down/Slow Speech 46 108
Active 46 79
Bold 27 34
Surly 20 37
Nervous 17 39

SRR e e e o

Source: Computed from RSDB; since some slaves were listed in more than one category, totals
are not included.




about 25 )(-ars-old yellow w;inr, I»lncl\ nl
about five feet 9 or lOflnt*hm ingh, aud W wh.»
_about 180 Ihs,. . ¢
Also, his wi Elemlwtlm. mthﬂ' a dellcﬂte Wi~
man, very, black, and.a ligtle under size.
Also, her sister Emzh;, hemwr hullt mth n

g tats, and
secured

'I‘OWN&I—IEND Mq;VEI(}lI'
Mioudon Co., V' a.; Dec. 95 1&855




r;ujj les and fugltlves

Frasklin Oousty, Teovsasee. At il Gime s

was the the wife of Bandy Hucker, l."-
I‘unllhrry koown se Betsy,—sometimes called -
Betsy Poury. !'

Alout iwenty.five yosrs ago, the mosher '-l'.uh
sold to Mr. Marshal 9y ed, by mbom, m,.u
twelve or fourteen yoars inier, she waa, for ‘the TR
mecond time sine ¢ pu ased Dy bim, takes “lu‘, )
Arkasosaa,. She has asver scan thhﬂ.—dw
ohildres #iooe.  Avy ioformatios giveh vondern- | ’

theny, dpwevge, Wil Be 1ery uu.ﬁﬂ;n M
.."d b’ one whowe )ive for her ehildten stir ! ¢
“wives the bitserness and hardships of many lo.‘
Apent in alavéry.
" Eyonchers in the weighborhood of Woodbary,
Jmm espoerally requested tg make ig |

!- WD & 5 e _:i
T BET A TR, &

(”Informatlon Wanted” Ad, 1866)




Table 1

Where to go?

Location and Possible Destinations of Runaways As Cited in Two

Nashville Newspapers

Nashville Whig
1812-1816

Destination Number Percent

In vicinity )8 47
Locations in South 12 22
North

North or other ] 2
To Nashville

Totals

Republican

1840-1842

Number

Percent

40
8
25
6
21




T

ever hire you out when
did not wish to go?

en you were sick did I not

repare a bed in my own
ouse and put you on it to
nurse you?

Yes sir.”




Slave owners’ self-perceptions

After three or four days’ inquiry I got him; [Dozier continued]
and, being much pleased with him as a servant, and anxious to
Keep him for a time, I resolved to pursue Such Course as would
break the habit, if possible, and therefore, I only talked to him
of the impropriety of his conduct, when I [told] him in such
language as I am Confident he Perfectly understood—From his
manner & his language he seemed to regret what he had done,
& promised faithfully that he would not repeat the act—On the
very next day, however, without any earthly cause, he absconded
again, And after three or four days’ inquiry & search I found
him—I then joined Punishment to advice, and he again promised,
faithfully, that he would do so no more—In six or seven days
he repeated the offence, and eluded my search for about a week—
when I got him, I had an iron Collar made for him & put a large
padlock on it, and in this Condition set him about his business—
On the same night which this was done, he eloped again and I
resolved to have nothing more to do with him & so notified Mr.
Grisham [the owner’s husband]—



Slave owners’ self-perceptions and
conspiracy theory

Drapetomania

Anoverwhelming urgetorunaway. :

Absconding from service was “as much a disease : %
of the mind as any other species of mental alienation,” 1851 & _ . o=

Samuel Cartwright, MD



Lonspiracy theory- Spike Lee, CSA,

www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SO2R:


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SO2RZz0NKs�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SO2RZz0NKs�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SO2RZz0NKs�

Slave owners’ anxiety

“It may be possible that
Lewis and Sarah may be
both playing agreeable in
order to put you off your
1%uard. | am uneasy at not

aving a word from you.
I think that Lewis has
Flenty of money laid b

or his escape. Probably
our turkeys have been
made to contribute to his
purse and maybe the corn
crib. It is very important
to that matter be
thoroughly investigated.”
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ost of runaway problem

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, [ // varaxedes COUNTY, to wit
WEB el g vocs sed priid f/g,{*fmv,’ A tze21

freehiolders in the cuumy aforesaid, do lievehy cortify and declare that a #reedf slave

natied e loprear uged about efey Croe yoars; about 5 fect,

{/{, inchies in Meight; of a x-»-m /.;r{r/ colont ; haviug ste srrece e

/’(*rrp;zg’{&‘ i

was pmchased from 4’//’”1!"// ’K(""f’///-‘“/ in the aa:t! eonnty : that we have
known said slave for several yoars: and that 2 has not within ooy knowledge heen
gmk:sy or u:on,vwie;ixffnﬁy crimes, but hatl a rood movul eharacter ; i and is not in llu. ha-

bit of runuing away. . i % : o
" %/&7 //A’Zj/)""

anm&wmwn OF VIRGINIA, /gjgﬁmm Fe - COUNTY . towit |

R s1f — ~— & dusticeof the Peace for the eonnty
ﬁl‘m‘csmc{, and as vm.h duIy authorised to administer an oa il do heveby certify that,

P i ’//’/,;;/1 Cewie s 4’//(////‘»/1 e G e

this. day appeared before e, and made oath that tiic foregoing certificate and declara-

tion contained the truth to the best of their knowledae and belief; and agknowledgo the

same to be theivact and deed.  And § furtlior umFy that the said p((’///”‘/"j{p(yh
WLiP el e e P s — are ucpemn]ﬁr men, and men

of rood characters, and are not tho venders of the slave e}uc;;{;gj in the fbralrux;;n’ cor-

tificate. @ieea under my band this 7/ day of Dozcziztn 157..

= L .
COMMONWEALTII OF VIRGINIA, “ /.j(/e,;/r‘wv'«'f?(é COU\%Y‘ to, wit .
BV rhiwerPer Fprr o a Clerk of the county court of ﬁ’&?}tﬂafn’{)
afaresaid, do eortify tline ; ﬂng/F PEILLS
isa J:Mz{'eofiiw Peace, apd as snch duly authorised to adm:nw pan u-uh fo the coun-
1y aforesaid; and that o0 ?'/2'7' Gl A A
are w 0!{ I\mwn to meto be freélm Ider= of the said county, as nppcm .
by the records in my oflice.  lutes estimony whergol] l!hef‘engmso; my hand, and affix the
4eal of tlie said court, this 2455 day of i W{.&ﬁ)o’dz

Ty /‘({ﬂ/&xz, s,

pvE

’ 1 .ML’SH OF VI[LGIVIA; ;
£ 0 ’!’%"f'ﬂ“’_‘ e prcsxd'?sg 3'! Lstrgwfu
of e oy et - do hereliy certify that 2z wer 22s
whose name is subscribed to Ihc {ﬂl‘ewmng‘ .tun\qlahuu, is now, and wasat the time of sb-
seribing (he same, elerk of P!u. ﬁl'ud county v?)ulc of g e s dudithat
Lis suid at:s::stmmn 15 in due fovm, &wwf under my hand this ?tﬁ‘[/do;j‘ of

b7 T 38'?/ /ﬁ/ﬂ/}“/{ﬂ;




Jederick Law Olmsted’s reflections on
naway oroblem (1850s)
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ath I|.\|u. it apludie Lo vue plece, from bitdge-tree to
topyer beare
-f' s AL i A years without dr
now nffered at the following prices
1 &ud: nu;lc (cu R 120,
double gear #160.
L85

g lhe stones,
aud s

310.
I an hour with proper
tion,
, 41 Natcherst.,
New Orleans.

-
Dispensnry, No. 82 Custemhouss street.
& Y discovered remedies for the cure of all private
iseases, without mercnry, hindmunce from business,
or exposare to friends,  Cuore guaranteed n all cases
Wheo within the power of remedies The uoparalleled
soccess which haa sttended these Remedles In all parts of
the United States and Europe—the many remarkable
cures they bave rifected, which were pronounced incure-
ble by the most eminent physicians, fustifies me In offer-
ing Igrm ta the confidence of the onfortunate. The fol-
lowing sre some of the discases termed '* Private,' and of
which Lhese Remedies permanently eradicate, namel:
gyphillla, an..—,, Secondary and Tertiary Btricture
Gleet, onnrrhea Nocturnal Emis
.\n'!cx ons’ oT Femates, however com| vll-
cated they nuy Ulkuuol the Back and Lolns,
tion of the Bladder and Kidneys hnum:thm
H,druce{e. Cancers, Ulcers, Tumors, and all diseases of
e 3kl
H!m Jumes would also call the attention eapecially of
those who have prh'llz‘\,y sod hllgmprrly inju them-
seives In that secret and solitary hablt which ruins the
pody and mind, unfitling them for either business or socl-
ety, viz: Ccmlltutlounl ehility or Impotency. The fol-
low! some of the sad and melancholy effects pro-
early hahits of youth, viz: Wenkness of the
Bsc l Lim Palo in {he Head, Dimness of Vhlnn,
Loss of Muscular Power, Palpitation of the Heart, Dys
uls, Nervousmess, ]rri.tnbillty B{mp toms of Consump on,
&c. Blentally, the {elrfulcﬂcr s on the mind are more to
be dreaded—; { Memory, Confusion of [deas, Depres-
sion of 8pirits, Erll !‘unborl nn Aversion to Borlet.y Self
Distrust, Love of Bolitude, Timidity, &c., are some of the
evils prodoced.
reons affiicted with any of the above symptoms
not fall to call on Dr. James, and be at once restored
fect beaith, Let no false delicacy preyent you
but apply Immediately and save yourself irom'%be awful
and dreadful consequences of the terrible malady. Weak-
pess of the organs immedlately cured and full vigor

restored.

By faith in these Remedies iasnch that Y will make s
forfel} of 8500 If they do not cure the mbove discases in
either sex, cheaper, quicker, nrur and plessanter than any
other :hyllrhn in the United States.

emember 53 Customhouse street Ia m
of attendance from 8 o’clock A. M. tll
except ﬂnndnyl,
uf u:y

ons, Pei

Al
thoul

number. Hours
8 o'clock P. M.
Persone do not meet golng In and ou
lapensary, as I have ten private and separate rooma

Cnmlhﬂou m—lctl{ private and confidential.
apis—Im' JAMES, 83 Customhouse street.

BOARDING.

OOMB AND BOARD —Fawilies dulmu- of securing

apartments for the coming season can be salted by
calling at the corner of Magazine and Julia streets, with
some of the Inrgeat, handsomnest and best ventilated rooma
In the Bouth. A few gentlemen’can be suited with pleasant
rooms and bonrd ; mﬁ also & few day boarders.” Terma
mon:r-l.e and accommodations equal to any in New Or

and gentleman can likewlse be accommodated
\-mu andsome suite of rooms, consjsting of parlor and
bedroom. apa—t.

BOAI ING—Twa gentlemen and their wives, or two
or three 'uul .‘fentlmen, can ebtain Bmml with
hhlﬁ ely farnish rtments, (where there are no
5 dren,) In n ! situated one
o from Cam; H inutes® walk of
u:! Post Office. Mlo, afew Day Boarders can be accom-
, 0n the most reasonable terma. Pl dress a

m-u o Bax H 133. New Orlesus Poat Office. F13.tf

RE. WADE nforms the public that she
baa repaire: tﬂomuhl for the receptd
A and thﬂmpu to recelve the lUberal
:Al l&u! owlog to her lo‘w prices, yiz s SJ.n l
and lodging, per mon! Tooms,
han one, per month, $30; Boor&lng? wl'lhoul

Pper month, .il Her resldence can be found st
‘choupitoulsa dl
DAI.DII( @—A !:w lunJJ.lu and

6 6m
[ ni unuemen can
o sccommodated with board and lodging, af
VINQ’]'QN '8, carnir of Julia and Baronne qtreeh.
o A few transdent boarders can be nccomm
mnlbosees and cars pass every ten minutes. Jnia—-tl

OLRD
CHLARING  The latyo tad clegant bause kxown ao the.

\VVolume of runaways

FIVE DOLLARS HbWA
apprehiession and dellvery to us of th
lmmvd JACK, sbout 25 years old 6\5 feet bl;h
jcars on Lifs face. Baid b boy was sol
hv Junn Ermin about 13th October last; he has
Deen 1or sometime employed as & deck band on stesmboats
in Suuthern trade, Imvlng s written privilege to do 10,
W18 SNAPP & CO., 31 Froutec ~

NTY DOLLARS REWARD—Ran
€ 30th April, the 1|Ehr quadroon boy SA.
Is about 17 yenrs old, with a scar on his neck ult
below the jawbone, also one on bis wris
when he left a_soft white low crowned hat, h:lbe
sitire and linsey pauts; may pasa for white, and try to get
off ou same 1baat. The above ulud will be paid for

his apprebe y
8. H. HUI’I,VETT-C&EI]J street,
or JOHN J. HBUBRNETT,
corner of Fuarth and Bacchus sis.,
E HUNDRED DULLARB REWARD—Han
awny from the subecriber, living in Fort Glbsom,
Miss.. on the 15th of Bl-rchlzt a n‘:luhunll“e
Al

called Z1P,
his age - norcars remembered exctpt acuton the frst toe
‘orthe right foot, which cnuses the toe to turn down; when
spoken Lo ls mauch In the babit of caating his egn ta !hc
ground™ I will give 850 for tho apprehension an.
of said boy tv m¢, in Port Gibson, if taken In the Shtt uf
out of the State,.g100. It I?

have 8 pass or
80, they are ni Ilc has a fine head of hair, not
kinky, bue biack and wa: He will perhape endeavor to

wake his way to sowe frec State,
BAMUEL M.AETIN

myl—tl 17

Port Gibson. April 25, 1885,

TWENTY- I‘IV ¥ DULLARS KE vmr.u
ichland Picntation, near New,

SDWARD, belon
Robert Dunbar. The said ward
yenrs old, nbout A feet 6 Inchestall. The sbove reward
Sl be paid for his -pprehemlun and lodglog In jall, or
delivery to the overreegon 'pmt.n on. Aﬁ‘u(-u\m

said estate lt Natchesz,
EO, Ci LLY 43 Carondelet |tn¢t
New Orleans

F ARD—Oue Hundred snd Twenty-Five Dol
lars Reward for the apprehension of the griff
named DANIEL, n"rdpnbunl l. years; has we
or inflaried eyes, and thick lips; had on & blue
check sbirt sud cloth punlulmnl( left his owner's

omicll on Sunday morning, 97th inst. The sbove rew.
will be pald for the prool, to conviction, of the party or
parties who lave the said ha‘y’hnrbnr:d or twenty- hve dol-
iars for his delivery to tbe subscriber, ', Is verlly believed
that the boy Las been kidoapped for the par,
bim out of the Sute‘ n l|r sras purchased
from Mobll 1 eampoats are hereby cau-
tioned u-h:-aukin;md boy awsy, as they will ba prose-
cuted nccerdingly.

ap2R—At T THOMAS FELLOWS, 7 Camp street.

TWENTY DOLI.ABS l'LF“ ARD Forlncﬂ—
Ing the slave HENRIETTA, n griffe girl, aged
about thirty yean has & uu.rll. upon. b-r arm
from a burn ; walks very quick; was heard of last
March, 29th,|hunting for. o master; was last on-

uplantier ntrue speaks English alone. Thulbo ve Te-
wlrt& will be pald ui;-un her belng Iod;zd In jall, and lufor-

mation left st the lumnber yard, Common street, No. 847,

or Gesquet atreet, No. 14, between Canal and Co:

UILO0.
uvmﬂr 'Fl

1u n\rn{ nn Llw n! ht, qf tht lmh
a

RFW n.

ruary, the mulatio girl MIARY MACKEN-
DISR sged about 33 years, of small stature,
ruund ruce, ong balr, and not c:\l.r!ed h:.r upper

ve rewarnd wi

ke abov
ge her in the clty.ilﬂ urd.r.um h:r nﬁ
Toulouse street, corner of

nrl:‘n talns of stearnboats are hereby cantioned not to

Iun rhu wllll

recelve n!d girl on board, as it Is nuppvnrl uu: she

will
try to go up the river.

pR0—1m
k5 Vb T 3@ TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS REWARD—Ran R.BWA‘D-—
lwui from the s ribers, the ' boy WII.-
LIAM, a native u( the city, ked, aged
about 3G yenrs, a well known hack drivér, speaks
¥French and Kogllsh. . He {s probabi: lurlln; about
the eity. The sbove reward will d’to uz,y peron
lodging bim (o jail and r:tumlndz him to us
BINSON 4’- CO
ap24—tf' T ~ 100 Gravier street.
TWENTY DOLLAREI REWARD—Ban aws
from thée subscribes, the bhoy TOM - Bald boy'z
bh:lr. ueennra lnch 4 high, haa g pioce out of
sbout % ok '.l‘he lhoumwnm
wlii herv:.ltl Il he |l Ind| d in an
bt in & free State, 1 will pa: ll\wl b hlmm‘htu:
me ln ew Orlems OHN ERMON
aplé—lm comer of Camp and Race aliveets
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Cash book of Basil Kiger



Cost of runaway problem
Jlisssubmitted to the estate of diseased
- ownher

ters 4 days with negro dogs to
Steven a4 $5 pr. Bay $20.00

ol M. Ethridge Expenses in

t of ] EOVD F1.50 pr. Pay 4 days

AT

2 00

o M. Ethridoe 4 days with negro dogs --
any - $20.00
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Cost of runaway problem

For Jail Fees of Eaac

day of S

. ft Committing, Releasing and Docketing,

T0 THE;\J_ML OF CLAIBORNE COUNTY

///c)h

BHiesis For Jatw Fns of - (472
L

‘DS

(.‘-umm.zzhn_g.f_i

Mugistrate 88 cents, Comstabl
* Reward 86, Mileage$

Wming Advertisement § i

Olothing® . |

>
NATCHED, /fj/ .

Pd
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~ Frances Bumpass, North Carolina slave owner, 1844.



St Catherines W C, Nov 111840
tunity to form you that 1 am in a land of liberty, in good health. After 1 left

’ -enﬁsﬂvania two years, & there met some of your neighbors who lived in the house
e very glad to see me; from there 1 moved to this place where 1 arrived in the month

eve | met many of our neighbors from New Town. 1 there received 26 dollars a

minions | have been well contented, Yes well contented for Sure,

is, all are born free & equal. This is a wholesome law, not like the
| e of God, on level with brutes. O, what will become of the
ere will they stand in the ¢ ay 0 Would that the 5t verse of the 3d chapter of

ere written as with the bar of iron, & the p a diamond upon every opprossers heart that they
t of this evil, & let the oppressed go free. 1 wish you might tell Addison John, & Elias to begin to
Lin their youth, & be prepared for death, which they cannot escape, & if they are prepared all

uts man m

not they must according to scripture be lost forever, & if we do not meet in this world 1 hope we

a better world when parting shall be no more.. ...

e good schools, & all the colored population supplied with schools. My boy Edward who will be

anuary, is now reading, & 1 intend keeping him at school until he becomes a good scholar.
1 have e

My wife and self ave sitting by a good comfortable fire happy, knowing that there are none to molest
[us] or make [us] afraid. God save Queen Victoria, The Lord bless her in this life, & crown her with glory in

the world to come is my prayer,

yed more pleasure with one month here than in all my life in the land of bondage . . ..

O] Yours With much respect,
B Mostobt, Joseph Taper
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All information for this lecture came from John Hope Franklin and Loren Schweninger,
Runaway Slaves: Rebels on the Plantation, Oxford University Press, 1999.
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