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(“Information Wanted” Ad, 1866) 





kind, god fearing, humane 
decent, compassionate, and 

well-meaning  
“Did I ever whip you? 
No sir. 
Did I ever hire you out when 

you did not wish to go? 
No sir. 
When you were sick did I not 

prepare a bed in my own 
house and put you on it to 
nurse you? 

Yes sir.” 





Samuel Cartwright, MD 

Absconding from service was “as much a disease  
of the mind as any other species of mental alienation,” 1851 



 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SO2RZz0NKs 
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“It may be possible that 
Lewis and Sarah may be 
both playing agreeable in 
order to put you off your 
guard.  I am uneasy at not 
having a word from you.  
I think that Lewis has 
plenty of money laid by 
for his escape.  Probably 
our turkeys have been 
made to contribute to his 
purse and maybe the corn 
crib.  It is very important 
to that matter be 
thoroughly investigated.” 







White southerners 
complained of “a disease 
– a monomania to which 
the negro race is 
peculiarly subject” 

 
 “throughout the South, 

slaves are accustomed to 
‘run away.’” 





 
Lost labor: 
“Absent from 16 Sept 4 Oct 1849  Cost me 10 

Absent from 26 Nov to 24 Feby 1850 Cost me 50 

    Incidental expenses  15 

         $75 

 
Cash book of Basil Kiger 

 



To cash paid E. Peters 4 days with negro dogs to 
apprehend negro Steven a $5 pr. Day $20.00 

To cash paid E. Peters and M. Ethridge Expenses in 
pursuit of negro Steven $1.50 pr. Day 4 days 
cash $12.00 

To cash paid M. Ethridge 4 days with negro dogs -- 
@$5 pr day -- $20.00 





 
 

“Dwell too much on said imaginary scenes of murder – fear 
to sleep – when slumbering often start in dread.” 

Frances Bumpass, North Carolina slave owner, 1844:   
 

 



 Dear Sir,     St Catherines W C, Nov 11th 1840 

  I now take this opportunity to inform you that I am in a land of liberty, in good health. After I left 
Winchester I staid in Pennsylvania two years, & there met some of your neighbors who lived in the house 
opposite you, & they were very glad to see me; from there I moved to this place where I arrived in the month 
of August 1839. 

  I worked in Erie Penn where I met many of our neighbors from New Town.  I there received 26 dollars a 
month.  

  Since I have been in the Queens dominions I have been well contented, Yes well contented for Sure, 
man is as God intended he should be.  That is, all are born free & equal.  This is a wholesome law, not like the 
Southern laws which puts man made in the image of God, on level with brutes.  O, what will become of the 
people, & where will they stand in the day of Judgment.  Would that the 5th verse of the 3d chapter of 
Malachi were written as with the bar of iron, & the point of a diamond upon every opprossers heart that they 
might repent of this evil, & let the oppressed go free.  I wish you might tell Addison John, & Elias to begin to 
serve the Lord in their youth, & be prepared for death, which they cannot escape, & if they are prepared all 
will be well, if not they must according to scripture be lost forever, & if we do not meet in this world I hope we 
shall meet in a better world when parting shall be no more . . . . 

  We have good schools, & all the colored population supplied with schools.  My boy Edward who will be 
six years next January, is now reading, & I intend keeping him at school until he becomes a good scholar.  

  I have enjoyed more pleasure with one month here than in all my life in the land of bondage . . . .  

  My wife and self are sitting by a good comfortable fire happy, knowing that there are none to molest 
[us] or make [us] afraid.  God save Queen Victoria, The Lord bless her in this life, & crown her with glory in 
the world to come is my prayer,  

       Yours With much respect, 

 Most obt, Joseph Taper 



All information for this lecture came from John Hope Franklin and Loren Schweninger,  
Runaway Slaves:  Rebels on the Plantation, Oxford University Press, 1999. 
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