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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  The Great Depression
Teacher Name(s): Elizabeth Segraves, Beth Baker

School District: Williamsport Area School District, Muncy School District
Building: Williamsport Area High School, Muncy High School

Grade Level: 11t 
Subject: American History

Time Required: 1-2 days
Lesson Summary: Students will identify causes of the Great Depression and review various reactions to this event by political leaders and the general public.

Essential Questions for Lesson
1. What types of factors will affect how the government reacts to problems facing the nation’s economy?

2. Where does the responsibility fall for addressing social and economic problems in a country?

Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
8.1.9. A. Compare patterns of continuity and change over time, applying context of events.
8.1.9. B. Compare the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, and cause and effect relationships.
8.3.9. A. Compare the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development of the U.S.
8.3.9. D. Interpret how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the growth and development of the U.S.

· Economic stability
CC.8.5.11-12.B. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
CC.8.5.11-12.G. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information.
CC.8.5.9-10.C. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

Lesson/Unit Objectives
Students will be able to:
1. Identify and describe in detail the major causes of the Great Depression.
2. Analyze the responses of various groups to the Great Depression.
3. Develop an understanding of how the government responds to problems with the economy.
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Prosperity

Recession

Depression

Demagogue
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
The Great Depression

The Republican governments of the 1920’s pursued conservative, pro-business policies leaving behind the progressive programs of the early 1900’s.  These policies lead to a false sense of optimism among Americans that the prosperity experienced in the twenties would never end.  This illusion ended when the stock market crashed in 1929.  Herbert Hoover, the darling of the Republican Party, had gained a reputation for bipartisanship and overwhelmingly won the election of 1928.  His reputation suffered as he failed to relieve the nation’s misery, although he did attempt unprecedented but limited efforts to revive the economy through limited federal assistance.  The Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC) was establishing to provide loans and aid to companies, local and state governments but not to individuals.  This effort was viewed by many Americans as assistance for the wealthy with complete disregard for the poor and needy.   

The 1932 election proved to be a reversal of the 1928 election.  In the 1932, Hoover was swept out of office just like he was swept into office in 1928.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt won the presidency promising to tackle all aspects of the Depression.   His bank holiday and first 100 days gave Americans a sense of hope; creating numerous new agencies which focused on relief for the unemployed, economic recovery and permanent reform of the system.  

The Great Depression was one of a few historical events that affected every American; the old and the young, the rich and the poor, the white and the non-white populations.  Children and teens lost the stability they had always known as many parents were forced to leave in search for employment. In some cases teens had to quit school in order to search for work to help the family.   Many of the wealthy lost large portions of their fortunes and were never able to fully recover.  The middle class was especially hurt as many of the factories closed down due to the lack of consumer spending.  American farmers, who had historically relied on credit to produce their crops, could no longer obtain it.  Another problem for the farmers in the Mid-West was a severe drought which led to many foreclosures.    

The African American population was especially hit hard by the Depression.  Both the urban and the rural African Americans found themselves in dire straits. In the urban areas the African Americans were the last to be hired and the first to be fired. Those who lived in the rural areas were generally tenant farmers and they too were adversely affected by the depression since they were dependent of the landowners and many of them lost their land due to foreclosures.  

To many Americans, President Roosevelt was a champion of the common man.  They believed that he cared deeply about their suffering and was doing the best he could to get the United States out of the depression.  Many historians have been kind to President Roosevelt and his efforts to combat the Depression, noting that he saved America from extreme right-wing or an extreme left-wing dictatorship.  Recent scholars have been more critical however, noting that many of his policies actually hindered the natural recovery process and prolonged the Depression by several years.  They claim the ultimate victor over the Depression was the Second World War.  

Sources:
The American Pageant, Kennedy, Cohan & Bailey

http://history1900s.about.com/od/1930s/p/greatdepression.htm
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
1. Bellringer: Display to the class 5 newspaper headlines that connect with the recessions/depression in the economy from the 20th century. Discuss as a class when students believe these headlines were from and what is the key idea of the headline.
2. Review the LEQ to the students and identify the purpose of the lesson as well as explain what activities will be done through the lesson.

3. Handout and display to the students a background reading on that addresses causes of the Great Depression (taken from Cicero lesson “Brother Can You Spare a Dime”). Also provide students with a graphic organizer to complete as they read to identify the causes of the depression. Review the reading with the class and discuss the ideas they pulled out of the reading.

4. Quick-Write: in at least 5 lines, discuss how you think people (citizens, government, and businesses) reacted to the Depression.

5. Intersection Activity: Responses to the Depression
a. Display an intersection on the board (through PP or Smart Board)

b. Place along the intersection Hoover, FDR, Hewey Long

c. Identify red, yellow, green

d. Provide students with source material for each position. Have them read and justify where they placed each person in the intersection by citing/quoting the readings. Would you move anyone based on the materials? Why?
e. Discuss/Debate student decisions and findings on the intersection

6. Closure: SPAWN
a. S- You are given the power to stop the stock market crash. Explain how this would change the great depression, why, and the effects of the change.

b. P- What can be done to encourage people to reinvest in the economy to help it grow again?

c. A -You are a robber baron who was not drastically impacted by the great depression, what do you do during this time period?

d. W- What if the government had created financial regulations during the 1920’s? How would that have impacted the economy?

e. N- What should citizens of the US do to cope with the depression now that it has begun?

Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
· Shared reading with Great Depression background

· Pair-Share to complete the graphic organizer

· Chunk readings or shorten reading based on level of students & class

· Assign a letter for SPAWN or complete in small groups

Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Formative:  

· Assessment of graphic organizer responses and discussion of causes of the Great Depression
· Assessment of responses to quick-write prompt
Summative:
· Evaluation of responses to SPAWN prompts

Materials and Resources 
American vision/chapter 18 & 19 (GRT DP)/depression begins.docx
American vision/chapter 18 & 19 (GRT DP)/GD Pres.docx
Cicero: History beyond the Textbook (www.cicerohistory.com), Unit 12
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Beth Baker, Muncy School District, Muncy PA

Elizabeth Segraves, Williamsport Area School District, Williamsport PA
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