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Name: __________________________

The Great Depression

Introduction

The Great Depression was a tremendous downturn in the world economy that began toward the end of the 1920s. The Depression in the United States started with the Stock Market Crash on October 29, 1929, an event known as Black Tuesday. The Depression damaged many American industries and forced employers to reduce wages, hours, and employees. Many people lost their jobs and were forced into poverty. 

Task

Students will write a play or skit about life during the Great Depression. Students will use Internet links to research the Great Depression. Students will discover what life was like during this period, and the hardships the Great Depression caused for American families. Students are expected to use creativity when writing these within the historical context. 

Students perform their play or skit the class.  The play/skit may also be presented in video form.

Process

1. Examine the Internet links below for research. The links will provide historical data about the Great Depression, the Stock Market Crash of 1929 (Black Tuesday), the impact on the economy and business, and everyday life during the Great Depression. 

2. Use the following questions as guidelines for your research and presentation. Feel free to elaborate on the questions or to add some of your own.

a. What were the factors that caused the Great Depression in the world and the United States?

b. How did American government leaders initially react to the Great Depression? 

c. How did employers react to the Depression, and what measures did they take to ensure their companies’ survival?

d. How did men and women react to losing jobs, and how did they earn money for themselves and their families?

e. What were living conditions like for families during the Great Depression?

f. How did the Dust Bowl affect the Great Depression?

g. What did President Franklin D. Roosevelt do to combat the Great Depression?

h. What was the general opinion of the reforms President Roosevelt implemented in the United States to combat the Great Depression?

3. Start your research. Use the Internet sites provided. You may print the material to highlight or to gain a better understanding of the information you are researching. Feel free to compare and contrast websites that may disagree or provide a different point of view when writing your skits about the Great Depression.

4. You may also use websites not listed below, although make sure they are credible. List these websites on a separate piece of paper attached to the journal entry.

5. You are allowed to assume the identity of a person during this time, whether male or female. You may discover the name of a person or even a family member who lived at this time and use that name.

6. Once you begin writing your skit, be careful to edit for grammatical mistakes or misinformation. Provide a bibliography for the skit and cite all of your sources on a separate piece of paper attached to the script you will hand in.

Resources

Great Depression

· http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
· http://www.geocities.com/bettye_sutton/greatdepression.html
· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/timeline/index.html
· http://www.nps.gov/archive/elro/glossary/great-depression.htm
· http://lifestyle.iloveindia.com/lounge/the-great-depression-981.html
Stock Market Crash of 1929

· http://www.stock-market-crash.net/1929.htm
· http://www.amatecon.com/gd/gdcandc.html
· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/crash/
· http://www.money-zine.com/Investing/Stocks/Stock-Market-Crash-of-1929/
· http://www.lowrisk.com/crash/1929crash2.htm
Dust Bowl

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dustbowl/
· http://www.ccccok.org/museum/dustbowl.html
· http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/timeline/depwwii/dustbowl/dustbowl.html
· http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/water_02.html
· http://www.kansashistory.us/dustbowl.html
Living Conditions During the Great Depression

· http://middle.usm.k12.wi.us/faculty/taft/Unit7/citylife.htm
· http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761584403_2/great_depression_in_the_united_states.html
· http://www.rinfret.com/depression.html
· http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~elkridge/DepressionYears.htm
· http://www.wtps.org/WTHS/imc/Teacher_Assignment/english/barnett/barnett%20grapes%20of%20wrath.htm
Evaluation

For a scoring rubric, go to CICERO/Unit 13/Professional Development/Rubrics/Web Quest. 

Conclusion

1. What have you learned from your research?

2. Is there any surprising information you thought was odd or false?

3. Did the sources use any of the same information?

4. Was there clear information on the background, living conditions, characteristics, and the lives of the people living during the Great Depression?

5. Did you come across any other interesting information in your research of the Great Depression?

For further information on the Great Depression go to www.cicerohistory.com Click on “World War II Era.”

Activities 

Gallery 

Maps 

Timeline 
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