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Sec. 1 Be it ordained by the police jury of the parish of St. Landry, That no Negro shall be
allowed to pass within the limits of said parish without special permit in writing from his
employer. Whoever shall violate this provision shall pay a fine of two dollars and fifty cents, or
in default thereof shall be forced to work four days on the public road, or suffer corporal
punishment as provided hereafter....

Sec. 3 ...No Negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house within said parish. Any Negro
violating this provision shall be immediately ejected and compelled to find an employer; and any
person who shall rent, or give the use of any house to any Negro, in violation of this section,
shall pay a fine of five dollars for each offence.

Sec. 4...Every Negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, of former
owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said Negro. But said employer or former
owner may permit said Negro to hire his own time by special permission in writing, which
permission shall not extend over seven days at any one time....

Sec. 5...No public meeting or congregations of negroes shall be allowed within said parish afier
‘sunset; but such public meetings and congregations may be held between the hours of sunrise
and sunset, by the special permission in writing of the captain of patrol, within whose beat such
meetings shall take place....

Sec. 6...No negro shall be permitted to preach, exhott, or otherwise declaim to congregations of
colored people, without a special permission in writing form the president of the police jury....

Sec. 7...No negro who is not in the military service shall be allowed to carry firearms, or any
kind of weapons, within the parish, without the special written permission of his employers,
approved and endorsed by the nearest and most convenient chief of patrol.. ..

‘Sec. 8...No Negro shall sell, barter, or exchange any articles of merchandise or traffic within
said parish without the special written permission of his employer, specifying the article of sale,
barter or traffic....

Sec. 9...Any negro found drunk within the said parish shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in
default thereof work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter
provided. '

Sec. 11...1t shall be the duty of every citizen to act as a police officer for the detection of
offences and the apprehension of offenders, who shall be immediately handed over to the proper
captain or chief of patrol.
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AIHE ﬁH JIM CROW
Voting Literacy Test

In order to deny African Americans access to the polls following the ratification of the
Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, southern governments adopted increasingly complex barriers
to voting. States implemented poll taxes, literacy tests, “moral character requirements,” and
other tactics designed specifically to evade implementation of the amendment. Below 1s a
sample section of a test that required potential voters to read and interpret a section of the
U.S. Constitution. Though officially color-blind, these tests were administered by white
officials who almost always passed white candidates and failed black applicants.

EXCERPTS FROM THE CONSTITUTION

Part 1. In case of the removal of the president from office, or of his death, resignation or
inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death.
resignation or inability, both of the president and vice-president, declaring what officer shall
then act as president, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed,
or a president shall be elected.

Part 2. In all cases affecﬁng ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and those in
which a state shall be a party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction.

Part 3. In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall have appellate
jurisdiction both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the
congress shall make.

Part 4. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction.

INSTRUCTION "C"

(After applicant has read, not aloud, the foregoing excerpts from the Constitution, he will
answer the following questions in writing and without assistance:)

I In case the president is unable to perform the duties of his office, who assumes
them?

2 "Involuntary servitude" is permitted in the United States upon conviction of a crime.
(True or False)

3 If a state is a party to a case, the Constitution provides that original jurisdiction shall
be in :

4 Congress passes laws regulating cases which are included in those over which the
United States Supreme Court has jurisdiction.

1 hereby certify that I have received no assistance in the completion of this citizenship and




literacy test, that I was allowed the time I desired to complete it, and that I waive any right
existing to demand a copy of same. (If for any reason the applicant does not wish to sign
this, he must discuss the matter with the board of registrars.) |

Signed:

{Applicant)
Document Analysis

1 Take the test yourself. How difficult is it?

2 What is the significance of the final paragraph, which begins “I hereby certify”?
What recourse did an applicant have if he or she disagreed with the policy?

3 Read the text of the Fifieenth Amendment. How was it possible for literacy tests to
exist under the Constitution?
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A Sharecrop Contract (1882)
To every one applying to rent land upon shares, the following conditions must be read, and
agreed to.

To every 30 and 35 acres, I agree to furnish the team, plow, and farming implements, except
cotton planters, and I do not agree to furnish a cart to every cropper. The croppers are to have
“half of the cotton, corn, and fodder (and peas and pumpkins and potatoes if any are planted) if’

the following conditions are complied with, but-if not-they are to have only two-fifths (15).
Croppers are to have no part or interest in the cotton seed raised from the crop planted and
worked by them. No vine crops of any description, that is, no watermelons, muskmelons, . . .
squashes or anything of that kind, except peas and pumpkins, and potatoes, are to be planted in
the cotton or corn. All must work under my direction. All plantation work to be done by the
croppers. My part of the crop to be housed by them, and the fodder and oats to be hauled and put

in the house. All the cotton must be topped about 1st August. If any cropper fails from any cause
~ to save all the fodder from his crop, I am to have enough fodder to make it equal to one-half of
the whole if the whole amount of fodder had been saved.

For every mule or horse furnished by me there must be 1000 good sized rails. . . hauled, and the_
fence repaired as far as they will go, the fence to be torn down and put up from the bottom if I so
direct. All croppers to haul rails and work on fence whenever I may order. Rails to be split when
I may say. Each cropper to clean out every ditch in his crop, and where a ditch runs between two
croppers, the cleaning out of that ditch is to be divided equally between them. Every ditch bank
in the crop must be shrubbed down and cleaned off before the crop is planted and must be cut
down every time the land is worked with his hoe and when the crop is "laid by," the ditch banks
must be left clean of bushes, weeds, and seeds. The cleaning out of all ditches must be done by
the first of October. The rails must be split and the fence repaired before corn is planted. Each
cropper must keep in good repair all bridges in his crop or over ditches that he has to clean out
and when a bridge needs repairing that is outside of all their crops, then any one that I call on
must repair it.

Fence jams to be done as ditch banks. If any cotton is planted on the land outside of the
plantation fence. I am to have three-fourths of all the cotton made in those patches, that is to say,
no cotton must be planted by croppers in their home patches. All croppers must clean out
stable and fill them with straw, and haul straw in front of stable whenever I direct. All the cotton
must be manured, and enough fertilizer must be brought to manure each crop highly, the
croppers to pay for one-half of all manure bought, the quantity to be purchased for each crop
must be left to me.

No cropper is to work off the plantation when there is any work to be done on the land he has
rented, or when his work is needed by me or other croppers. Trees to be cut down on Orchard,
house field, & Evanson fences, leaving such as I may designate.

Road field is to be planted from the very edge of the ditch to the fence, and all the land to

be planted close up to the ditches and fences. No stock of any kind belonging to croppers

to run in the plantation after crops are gathered.




If the fence should be blown down, or if trees should fall on the fence outside of the land
planted by any of the croppers, any one or all that I may call upon must put it up and
repair it. Every cropper must feed or have fed, the team he works, Saturday nights,
Sundays, and every morning before going to work, beginning to feed his team (morning,
noon, and night every day in the week) on the day he rents and feeding it to including the
31st day of December. If any cropper shall from any cause fail to repair his fence as far
as 1000 rails will go, or shall fail to clean out any part of his ditches, or shall fail to leave
his ditch banks, any part of them, well shrubbed and clean when his crop is laid by, or
shall fail to clean out stables, fill them up and haul straw in front of them whenever he is
told, he shall have only two-fifths (2/5) of the cotton, corn, fodder, peas, and pumpkins

. made on the land he cultivates.

If any cropper shall fail to feed his team Saturday nights, all day Sunday and all the rest
of the week, morning/noon, and night, for every time he so fails he must pay me five
cents,

No corn or cotton stalks must be burned, but must be cut down, cut up and plowed in.
Nothing must be burned off the land except when it is impossible to plow it in.

Every cropper must be responsible for all gear and farming implements placed in his
hands, and if not retured must be paid for unless it is wom out by use.

Croppers must sow & plow in oats and haul them to the crib, but must have no part of
“them. Nothing to be sold from their crops, nor fodder nor corn to be carried out of the
- fields until my rent is all paid, and all amounts they owe me and for which I am
responsible are paid in full.

1 am to gin & pack all the cotton and charge every cropper an eIghteenth of his part, the
cropper to furnish his part of the bagging, ties, & twine.

The sale of every cropper's part of the cotton to be made by me when and where I choose
to sell, and after deducting all they owe me and all sums that I may be responsible for on
their accounts, to pay them their half of the net proceeds. Work of every description,
particularly the work on fences and ditches, to be done to my satisfaction, and must be
done over until I am satisfied that it is done as it should be.

No wood to burn, nor light wood, nor poles, nor timber for boards, nor wood for any
purpose whatever must be gotten above the house occupied by Henry Beasley-nor must
any irees be cut down nor any wood used for any purpose, except for firewood, without
my permission.




ATHE #é‘ JIM CROW

PLESSY v. FERGUSON, 163 U.S. 537 (1896)
163 U.S.537
PLESSY v. FERGUSON. No. 210.

Mr. Justice BROWN, after stating the facts in the foregoing language, delivered the opinion of the court.

This case turns upon the constitutionality of an act of the general assembly of the state of Louisiana,
passed in 1890, providing for separate railway carriages for the white and colored races....

The constitutionality of this act is attacked upon the ground that it conflicts both with the thirteenth
amendment of the constitution, abolishing slavery, and the fourteenth amendment, which prohibits
certain restrictive legislation on the part of the states.

1. That it does not conflict with the thirteenth amendment, which abolished slavery and involuntary
servitude, except a punishment for crime, is too clear for argument. Slavery implies involuntary
servitude,-a state of bondage; the ownership of mankind as a chattel, or, at least, the control of the labor
and services of one man for the benefit of another, and the absence of a legal right to the disposal of his_
own person, property, and services....

A statute which implies merely a legal distinction between the white and colored races-a distinction which
is founded in the color of the two races, and which must always exist so long as white men are
distinguished from the other race by color-has no tendency to destroy the legal equality of the two races,
or re-establish a state of involuntary servitude. Indeed, we do not understand that the thirteenth
amendment is strenuously relied upon by the plaintiff in error in this connection...

2. ...The object of the amendment was undoubtedly to enforce the absolute equality of the two races
hefore the law, but, in the nature of things, it could not have been intended to abolish distinctions based
upon color, or to enforee social, as distinguish d from political, equality, or a commingling of the two races
upon terms unsatisfactory to either. Laws permitting, and even requiring, their separation, in places
where they are liable to be brought into contact, do not necessarily imply the inferfority of either race to
the other, and have been generally, if not universally, recognized as within the competency of the state
legislatures in the exercise of their police power. The most common instance of this is connected with the
establishment of separate schools for white and colored children, which have been held to be a valid
exercise of the legislative power even by courts of states where the political rights of the colored race have
been longest and most earnestly enforced...

So far, then, as a conflict with the fourteenth amendment is concerned, the case reduces itself to the
question whether the statute of Louisiana is a reasonable regulation, and with respect to this there must
necessarily be a large discretion on the part of the legislature. In determining the question of
reasonableness, it is at liberty to act with reference to the established usages, customs, and traditions of
the people, and with a view to the promotion of their comfort, and the preservation of the public peace
and good order. Gauged by this standard, we cannot say that a law which authorizes or even requires the
separation of the two races in public conveyances is unreasonable, or more obnoxious to the fourteenth
amendment than the acts of congress requiring separate schools for colored children in the District of
Columbia, the constitutionality of which does not seem to have been questioned, or the corresponding
acts of state legislatures.

We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in the assumption that the
enforced separation of the two races stamps the colored race with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it is
not by reason of anything found in the act, but solely because the colored race chooses to put that
construction upon it. The argument necessarily assumes that if, as has been more than once the case, and




is not unlikely to be so again, the colored race should become the dominant power in the state legislature,
and should enact a law in precisely similar terms, it would thereby relegate the white race to an inferior
position. We imagine that the white race, at least, would not acquiesce in this assumption. The argument
also assumes that social prejudices may be overcome by legislation, and that equal rights cannot be
secured to the negro except by an enforced commingling of the two races. We cannot accept this
proposition. If the two races are to meet upon terms of social equality, it must be the result of natural
affinities, a mutual appreciation of each other's merits, and a voluntary consent of
individuals...Legislation is powerless to eradicate racial instincts, or to abolish distinctions based upon
physical differences, and the attempt to do so can only result in accentuating the difficulties of the present
situation. If the civil and political rights of both races be equal, one cannot be inferior to the other civilly
or politically. If one race be inferior to the other socially, the constitution of the United States cannot put
them wpon the same plane.

1t is true that the question of the proportion of colored blood necessary to constitute a colored person, as
distinguished from a white person, is one upon which there is a difference of opinion in the different
states; some holding that any visible admixture of black blood stamps the person as belonging to the
colored race...;others, that it depends upon the preponderance of blood...; and still others, that the
predominance of white blood must only be in the proportion of three-fourths. But these are questions to
be determined under the laws of each state, and are not properly put in issue in this case. Under the
allegations of his petition, it may undoubtedly become a question of importance whether, under the laws
of Louisiana, the petitioner belongs to the white or colored race.

Mzr. Justice Harlan dissenting,

...The white race deems itself to be the dominant race in this country. And so it is, in prestige, in
achievements, in education, in wealth and in power. . . . But in view of the Constitution, in the eye of the
law, there is in this country no superior, dominant, ruling class of citizens. There is no caste here. Our
Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens. In respect of civil
rights, all citizens are equal before the law. The humblest is the peer of the most powerful. The land
regards man as man, and takes no account of his surroundings or of his color when his civil rights as
guaranteed by the supreme law of the land are involved. It is, therefore, to be regretted that this high
tribunal, the final expositor of the fundamental law of the land, has reached the conclusion that it is
competent for a State to regulate the enjoyment by citizens of their civil rights solely upon the basis of
race.

In my opinion, the judgment this day rendered will, in time, prove to be quite as pernicious as the
decision made by this tribunal in the Dred Scott case...The recent amendments of the Constitution, it was
supposed, had eradicated these principles from our institutions. But it seems that we have yet, in some of
the States, a dominant race--a superior class of citizens, which assumes to regulate the enjoyment of civil
rights, common to all citizens, upon the basis of race. The present decision, it may well be apprehended,
will not only stimulate aggressions, more or less brutal and irritating, upon the admitted rights of colored
citizens, but will encourage the belief that it is possible, by means of state enactments, to defeat the
beneficent purposes which the people of the United States had in view when they adopted the recent
amendments of the Constitution. . . . The destinies of the two races, in this country, are indissolubly linked
together, and the interests of both require that the common government of all shall not permit the seeds
of race hate to be planted under the sanction of law. What can more certainly arouse race hate, what more
certainly create and perpetuate a feeling of distrust between these races, than state enactments, which, in
. fact, proceed on the ground that colored citizens are so inferior and degraded that they cannot be allowed
to sit in public coaches occupied by white citizens? That, as all will admit, is the real meaning of such
legislation as was enacted in Louisiana....




