Journal Readings For

 Dust to Dust, Ashes to Ashes 

or
 Why In The World Did They Stay?

1. “The thing that impressed me the most was probably not the dust storms but the devastation on the land…There would just not be any vegetation at all on the land for maybe half a mile in any direction… I don’t know how anyone survived.”

2. “I suppose it was living one day at a time.  We never had all of the, I call them luxuries.  We had nice homes, but it was nothing fancy.  Carpet sweepers and our washing machines was the kind that takes manpower.  I think getting the washing done was a major operation.  To get them dry before they got dust, because we hung them on the line….It was rough”

3. “We knew there wasn’t anything going on but another dust storm.  It would come from one direction one day, and then the next day it seemed like it came back from the other direction.  People got so they knew just about what part of Kansas the dirt storm was coming from by the color of the dirt.”

4. “I think most of the wheat is doomed as we have had no snow so far.  In fact we have had no snow since May 21, 1931-six snowless years”

                                         Iman Wyatt diary entry February 1937

5. “Wind is still raging 120 miles an hour.  First Mexico rolls by.  Then  

Idaho & then how many more I don’t know.  And we all cuddle around in this Dust  Bowl”.    Martha Friesen 

6. “There is no light, no air.  My eyes sting and my throat aches.  I wonder how long people can live in a cloud of dust.  But where would one go?  How could one escape?  The prairies in all directions must be a swirling world of dust…The darkness and stillness are intense.  This is the ultimate darkness, so must come the end of the world.”
7. The static electricity generated by the dust storms tended to cook wheat on the stalk and blew out any wheat that was not cooked.

8. A dust storm followed by a light rain blew one women’s chickens into a neighbors pasture and pasted them to the ground. The woman and her husband gathered the chickens one by one and washed them clean.  The little puffs of feathers that dotted the pasture the next morning marked the chickens that they but not the coyotes had missed.

9. One farmer discovered his daughter’s saddle horse had been knocked over and strangled by hungry cattle that had broken into the barn in search of feed.

10. A rancher, perplexed by the death of a fine bull, cut him open to see if he could find the cause of death.  He found two inches of dirt in the bottom of the bull’s stomach, probably deposited there by dirty feed.
11. “I arise in the morning, greet the world with a grin,

Ten minutes later, I’m in dirt to my chin

          I grab up the broom, I grab up the mop
          I  start in cleaning and never stop

          I don’t dare stop, cause if I do

          Sure as heck, we couldn’t wade thru”

12. “Oh, bury me out on the lone prairie,

When I’m done with this housekeeping strife

And I’ll come back on a howling wind

To haunt your second wife”

13. Women cleaned their kitchens before every meal and cooked in pressure cookers in an attempt to keep the dirt out of the food.  Even so, after many a meal, children could draw patterns in the dirt that had accumulated on the edge of their plates.
14. Good housekeeping extended to the attic as well.  More than a few homeowners were dismayed to find the gritty contents of their attics distributed throughout their houses, as ceilings collapsed under the weight of inches of accumulated dirt.

15. “Dust shines against the windows unendingly.  Food gets filled with it, clothes weigh heavy and smell shocking, and there is a grittiness about peoples skin and hair and mouth that no amount of washing can get rid of.”

16. “The dust, the dust, the awful dust

I think it is worse than rot or rust.

It grits your teeth, settles in your hair

That awful dust is everywhere.

You think it’s over, you start to clean

You think its worse than you have ever seen.

You get out the broom, also the sweeper

If you find the rugs you have to dig deeper

You shake the covers to find the bed

You won’t be buried much more when you’re dead…
     17. “It covers the table and every chair
That awful dust is everywhere.

Every curtain and picture has come down.

Its just that way all over town

You clean up the house and think your in ‘clover’

The very next day its all to do over

You clean up till you’re too tired to go.

Then discouraged you sit down 

And let her blow”

18.   Dust Bowl Joke…  A tourist was driving through the country and saw a Stetson hat out in a field.  The tourist went out and picked it up and to his surprise saw there was a man under it.  “Need some help partner?”  inquired the tourist.  “Oh, no, I’m on horseback” the man replied.

Source:  Riney-Kehrberg, Pamela.  Rooted In Dust;  University Press of Kansas, Lawrence.  1994.

Last week farmers in ten Midwestern States had sand in their beards, in their hair, in their ears, in their eyes, in their mouths, in their pockets, in their pants, in their boots, in their milk, coffee, soup and stew. Dust poured through the cracks in farmhouse walls, under the doors, down the chimneys. In northwest Oklahoma a hundred families fled their homes. Every school in Baca County, Colo. was closed. In Texas the windswept hayfield were alive with blinded sparrows. Methodist congregations in Guymon, Okla. met three times a day to pray for rain. Originally confined to a 200-mile strip between Canada and Mexico, last week's dust storm suddenly swirled eastward over Missouri, Iowa and Arkansas, crossed the Mississippi to unload on Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee and Louisiana. With half the nation blanketed in silt, farmers everywhere were asking what was going to happen to the wheat crop. 
Last week the Crop Reporting Board of the Department of Agriculture gave its second answer for 1935. U.S. Farmers had planted 44,306,000 acres in winter wheat last autumn, said the report. Drought and dust had forced them to abandon 12,405,000 acres. The wheat standing on the remaining 31,901,000 acres on April 1 was estimated to yield 435,499,000 bu.--69% of normal. West of the river, in the ten States chiefly affected by drought and dust, more than 40% of the winter wheat seeded last autumn was expected to fail. Hardest hit was Kansas where rainfall in March was only 56% of normal and the crop 47% of normal. Last week six Kansas counties reported their wheat crop a total failure. — TIME, Apr 22, 1935.
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