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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  When the World Went M.A.D.
Teacher Name(s): John Shaffer and Benjamin Miller

School District: Wellsboro Area School District
Building: High School
Grade Level: 10-11
Subject: American History
Time Required: 4 class periods, each approximately 40 minutes in length
Lesson/Unit Summary: The lesson will focus on the policy of “Mutually Assured Destruction” (MAD) within the context of the Cold War. The students will examine MAD and determine its effectiveness as a foreign policy of the United States. The personal impact of MAD on citizens living in the United States during the Cold War will also be examined and discussed.   
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
What was the global impact for the policy of ‘Mutually Assured Destruction” (MAD)?
Was MAD an effective policy?

Pennsylvania Academic Standards / Common Core Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
U.S. History 8.3.12 A. Identify and evaluate the political and cultural contributions of 

individuals and groups to United States history from 1890 to present.

U.S. History 8.3.12 B.  Identify and evaluate primary source documents, material artifacts and historic sites important in United States history from 1890 to present.

U.S. History 8.3.12 C. Evaluate how continuity and change has influenced United States history from 1890 to present.

U.S. History 8.3.12 D. Identify and evaluate conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in United States history from 1890 to the present.
Lesson/Unit Objectives
 Students will:

1. Compare and contrast the different philosophies of containment during the Truman and 

Eisenhower administrations.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of Mutually Assured Destruction as a foreign policy strategy.
3. Experiment with conflict negotiation.  
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
· Dwight D. Eisenhower                       

· John Foster Dulles
· Nikita Khrushchev
· Hydrogen Bomb
· Domino Theory
· Brinkmanship
· Mutually Assured Destruction
· Communism

· Capitalism

· Foreign Policy
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Mutually Assured Destruction within the Context of the Cold War:
“When the World went M.A.D.”
The 1950’s are remembered as an era of good times and visions of the television show “Happy Days”. Behind the relative economic prosperity and peaceful international situations was a policy that forever changed the world.  “Mutually Assured Destruction” within the greater context of brinksmanship heightened the tensions of the Cold War and would set the stage for near disaster in the following decade.  

Prior to analyzing the foreign policy of President Eisenhower it is vital to understand the successes and failures of the previous administration.  President Truman took office on April 12, 1945 after the death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Quickly after becoming President, Truman decided to drop the Atomic bomb on Japan and end the war.  The failure of the Allies at Potsdam precipitated the start of the Cold War. The failure to come to an agreement on how to handle the post-war world caused the United States and Soviets to be suspicious of each other. Both sides also wanted to expand their spheres of influence around the world. The Soviet Union created “satellite nations” in Eastern Europe from Albania to Poland which had Communist leaders who reported directly to the Kremlin. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin also supported the Communist Revolution in China led by Mao Zedong, as well as an attempt by Communists in Korea to control the entire peninsula.  

President Truman’s responded to the growing Communist threat through a policy of containment. Truman’s Secretary of State George Kennan believed that containment could be done through economics because Communism preyed on poor people with no hope for a better future. Truman gave 400 million dollars to Turkey and Greece to fight off Communist uprisings, but the Marshall Plan is the best example of containment under Truman. From 1948 to 1952, sixteen countries in Western Europe received 13 billion dollars to rebuild after the war.  During the same time period, Truman oversaw the Berlin airlift during which for 327 days Allied airplanes flew every possible supply into Berlin after Stalin had ordered the city shut off from the allies. Both of these events proved that non-military options had the ability to contain Communism.  


Truman experienced two failures in containment on the Asian continent.  In China, Truman refused to send in military troops to support Chiang Kai-shek against the Communist forces of Mao. Truman’s belief that economic support and military aid would be enough proved unsuccessful against an opponent using military force. After losing China, Truman’s public perception was attacked, and when Communist forces invaded the democratic South Korea, Truman felt compelled to use military force to protect South Korea. As the Korean conflict wore on, Truman and the Allied military commander MacArthur argued over the use of nuclear weapons against North Korea and China. Truman refused to use nuclear weapons after the destruction he caused in Japan.  The Presidency of Truman ends with a mixed legacy of great success in Europe but failures in Asia as one country turned Communist and another is in question. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower entered the office and was immediately faced with ending the Korean conflict. Eisenhower and his Secretary of State John Foster Dulles brought with them what they titled a “New Look” to American foreign policy.  This new look was built around the idea of containment through brinksmanship, the idea that the United States was willing to resort to a nuclear war to end a conflict.  Eisenhower was a staunch anti-communist who distrusted the Soviets when he was the Supreme Allied Commander during World War II.  He was determined not to lose to the Communists as Truman had and believed the free world could not afford to let another country fall to Communism. Eisenhower promulgated the “domino theory” which stated that the countries of the world were like dominos, and if one fell to Communism the rest would follow.  


Eisenhower experienced initial success by bringing the Korean conflict to an end in June, 1953.  John Foster Dulles informed the Chinese and North Koreans that unless they agreed to the armistice the United States would be prepared to use their nuclear abilities against both countries. The threat worked and for the remainder of the 1950’s the United States experienced peace.  Eisenhower proved that brinksmanship worked against countries that did not possess the same nuclear capability as the United States.  After his success in Korea, Eisenhower decided that nuclear capability should be the primary focus of the United States military. The nuclear arsenal of the United States was doubled and the budget for the Air Force was massively expanded as the primary tool of delivery for nuclear weapons. At the same time, Eisenhower slashed the size and budget of the traditional military forces such as tanks, ships and troops.  
The President believed that this gave the American people more “bang for their buck”, as in his opinion, the threat of nuclear weapons was the best deterrent to armed conflict.

Eisenhower and Dulles believed that nuclear weapons would prevent a conflict with the Soviet Union as well.  Even though the Soviets had their own nuclear arsenal, Eisenhower believed brinksmanship would work because of the idea of “Mutually Assured Destruction” or MAD.  The thought was that the world and the United States would be safe due to the realization that whoever shoots first dies second.  Eisenhower supported the claim that MAD was successful because there were no major international issues after 1953. The new Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev seemed to support this as well. After taking power in 1955, Khrushchev claimed that both sides could experience “peaceful coexistence” in the age of nuclear weapons.    

History teachers often fail to discuss the negatives of MAD.  The nuclear build up of both countries created a greater threat to the world, including the non-nuclear countries of the world.  Just as the United States threatened China and Korea, the Soviet Union could do the same to the United States’ allies. The United States military was left in a condition unprepared to fight a conventional war. This unpreparedness would manifest itself in Vietnam in the 1960’s.  Future Presidents would be faced with the decision of whether or not to continue MAD.  The American people also lived in a constant state of fear. It was not a crushing fear as the fifties were still remembered as a very prosperous and happy decade, but the first nuclear bomb drills in schools were conducted during this decade along with the creation of the fallout shelters in towns.  

The policy of MAD is still debated in the modern world.  The question of nuclear proliferation as a deterrent to the countries of Iran and North Korea has its roots in Eisenhower’s foreign policy. 

President Eisenhower presided over the most peaceful decade of the Cold War. After Truman’s failures in containment, Eisenhower was determined to create a philosophy that would succeed.  Brinksmanship through MAD gave relative peace to the United States while elevating the risk factors for every human in the world.  While Eisenhower never was faced with putting MAD into practice, his policy would cause the world to come to the brink of nuclear war under President Kennedy.  The question for students is will MAD work or not?  
Sources:
http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-weapons/history/cold-war/strategy/strategy-mutual-assured-destruction.htm
http://millercenter.org/president/eisenhower/essays/biography/5
http://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/eisenhower
http://www.dwightdeisenhower.com/president.html
http://spot.colorado.edu/~chernus/Research/EFaithAndFear.htm
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
Note:  This lesson in not intended to be self-contained.  The lesson objectives and procedures assume students already have some background knowledge, generally concerning the Cold War.

Day 1:
1. Students will examine a political cartoon about Truman and Macarthur. The instructor should promote and encourage discussion about what the cartoon means.
2. The instructor will introduce and define the vocabulary words for the lesson and briefly explain their relevance. 
3. Students will take turns reading (out loud) “Duck and Cover: Bomb Scare”. This is a dialogue document from Cicero: History beyond the Textbook (www.cicerohistory.com)

4. The instructor will conduct a class discussion concerning how life was different with the constant threat of nuclear war.

5. At this point, the instructor should transition the discussion of the concept of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD). The instructor should define the term and explain its relevance to the Cold War to the students.

6. For homework, students will research MAD, collect information, and develop arguments either for or against the policy.
Day 2: 
1. The instructor should quickly review key vocabulary words and the term MAD with the students.

2. Students will be grouped with their classmates who agree with them as to whether MAD was an effective foreign policy during the Cold War or whether the policy led to needless spending and anxiety. 

3. The students will conduct a debate with the guidance of the instructor.

4. Homework assignment: Each student should ask an older person (alive and with memory of the time period) what life was like during this era and if MAD was something they were concerned about. 
Day 3:
1. The instructor should lead a discussion to debrief the students from yesterday’s debate and provide closure on the arguments/disagreements.

2. Discuss homework assignment. (Students share.)

3. Students will access http://millercenter.org/president/speeches and read or listen to speeches made by Presidents during this era. They should keep track and record any mentions of things related to MAD.

4. At the end of the period, the instructor will lead a discussion concerning the information gathered by the students.

Day 4:
1. Writing assignment: Explain what MAD is. Also, explain whether or not you feel MAD is an acceptable foreign policy that the U.S. should currently be employing.
2. Collect the writing assignment.

3. The instructor should lead a discussion on MAD and its current relevance to the U.S. and world.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation. This could be used to differentiate or as the next step in the unit related to the Cold War. (Refer to included resource materials for this simulation)



Assessment of Student Learning (Include both Formative and Summative Assessments)
Formative:
· Completion ad assessment of  homework assignments
· Informally assess students during discussions.
Summative:

· Assessment of Writing Assignment
Materials and Resources 
Internet Resources:

Cicero: History beyond the Textbook, www.cicerohistory.com, Unit 14, The Cold War Era
http://millercenter.org/president/speeches
http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-weapons/history/cold-war/strategy/strategy-mutual-assured-destruction.htm
http://millercenter.org/president/eisenhower/essays/biography/5
http://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/eisenhower
http://www.dwightdeisenhower.com/president.html
http://spot.colorado.edu/~chernus/Research/EFaithAndFear.htm
Refer to included documents for the Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan [Include name(s) and  school district(s)
John Shaffer, Benjamin Miller, Wellsboro Area School District, Wellsboro, PA
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