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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  (Type here.):
Teacher Name(s): Kathryn Prichard
School District: Athens Area School District
Building: SRU Middle School
Grade Level: 7
Subject: World History
Time Required: 30-60 minutes
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis): 
This lesson will be used as an acquisition lesson and an extended thinking activity.  Students have previously discussed the Bill of Rights on Constitution Day in the fall by using A.R.T.I.S.T.  They will apply their background knowledge to a lesson on the Magna Carta as part of the unit on the Middle Ages.  Assessment Prompts are used to check for understanding during the lesson.  The Extended Thinking activity takes the lesson one step further.

Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
Essential Question:  What were the effects of the Magna Carta on English government?

Extended Thinking Skill:  What effects did the Magna Carta have on the U.S. Bill of Rights?
Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
Standard 8.4.7.B Explain the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history.
Lesson/Unit Objectives
At the end of this lesson the student will be able to explain how the Magna Carta not only influenced the government in England in the Middle Ages, but also the writing of Bill of Rights in the Constitution of the United States
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Magna Carta
Constitution

Bill of Rights

Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
Many documents and laws have influenced been influenced by others preceding them in history. The Roman Republic used the idea of the Athenian democracy as a model for the establishment of a representative democracy.  The laws that governed Rome included those of the Twelve Tables.  With adaptations the Republic governed Rome for several hundred years.  

Later the idea of democracy rose with the English and in 1215 the Magna Carta was signed, using ideas similar to those modeled in Rome.  Once again the future was influenced by the past in that many of the same rights granted in Rome were included in this document.  In 1789 the United States ratified a Constitution for a government modeled off ideas, including those King John signed into law in the Magna Carta.  Many of the ideals in the Magna Carta have influenced our own government laws today, in particular, the U.S. Bill of Rights, where themes in judicial proceedings can be directly traced back to 1215.
Instructional Prodedures and Activities*
	*(Based on Learning Focused-Schools Instructional Design)

Essential Question:
What were some effects of the Magna Carta on English government?
	
	 

	Assessment Prompt 1 (a check for understanding during the lesson)
Students will identify background causes prompting the Magna Carta.
	
	 

	Assessment Prompt 2
(a check for understanding during the lesson)
Students will identify the purpose of the Magna Carta.
	
	 

	Activating Strategy/Bell Ringer


	
	 

	Review reasons that initiated the American Revolutionary War
	 
	 

	Key Vocabulary to Review

Magna Carta, Constitution
	 
	 

	Bill of Rights

Graphic Organizer

A.R.T.I.S.T. power point slides

	 
	 

	Instruction 1

Review conditions that brought about the Revolutionary War from their 6th grade history classes.  
Read chap. 14, sect. 4 in groups.  Discuss the conditions in England under the rule of King John, including the lack of rights, excessive taxes, and the struggle with the Church.  
Give the Assessment Prompt 1,  using think, pair, share:
	 
	 

	What were conditions in England that brought about the Magna Carta?
	 
	 

	Instruction 2

Continue discussion in groups on the Magna Carta and events up to its signing. Using A.R.T.I.S.T., have class use the method on the Magna Carta.  Emphasize freedom of religion (the English Church), limiting/changing the acquisition of taxes, the establishment of the Great Council, trial by jury, and limiting the power of the monarchy overall.  Give the next assessment prompt, using think, pair, share.
	 
	 

	Assessment Prompt 2

What were some purposes of the Magna Carta?

	 
	 

	Extended Thinking Activity

 
	 

	Students will complete a chart/graphic organizer comparing the Magna Carta to the Bill of Rights in the United States Constitution.
	 

	
	 
	 


Task


	In groups hand out booklets with copies of the Bill of Rights to review.  Have students identify rights given to them in the first Ten Amendments.  Students will then use a comparison chart and information from the A.R.T.I.S.T. presentation on the Magna Carta and class discussion to compare common elements of the two documents.  One student in each group will record information for the group on paper provided.
Summarize/Share


Students will share their findings with the class.  The teacher will record common rights on a chart on the board for students to copy in their notebook.
	 
	 

	
	
	


Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

Instead of text reading, substitute this site for those with lower reading abilities:
http://medievaleurope.mrdonn.org/magnacarta.html
(Power point for ARTIST included with lesson plan.)



Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Assessment will be formative, in the form of completing the chart on the extended thinking activity and summative on the unit test on the Middle Ages.  
Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)
http://medievaleurope.mrdonn.org/magnacarta.html
Text: History of Our World, Prentice Hall
Booklets on the Bill of Rights

ARTIST Power Point presentation
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Kathryn Prichard, SRU Middle School, Athens Area School District
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