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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
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Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  (Type here.):
Teacher Name(s):  Michael Snyder
School District: Montgomery Area School District
Building: Montgomery Area High School
Grade Level: 10-12
Subject: Contemporary History
Time Required: 1-2 class periods
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis): 
After gaining content knowledge of the Patriot Act, students will be able to provide the historical reasoning for which the Patriot Act was created. The students will also be able to summarize the Patriot Act and give evidence of it being used in today’s society. Finally, students will be able to identify ways that this law impacts them as citizens, as well as evaluate its effectiveness in curbing terrorism. 
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
What events led to the creation of the Patriot Act? 
How does the Patriot Act affect us as individuals? 
Has the Patriot Act been an effective piece of legislation for the United States?
Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
8.3.12.C.  Evaluate how continuity and change in the U.S. are interrelated with the world.
Lesson/Unit Objectives
1. Define and explain the Patriot Act.
2. Describe the events the led to the Patriot Act.
3. Evaluate the effects of the Patriot Act on U.S. citizens and is effectiveness in curbing terrorism.
Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
Legislation

Patriot Act

 
Terrorism

Liberties

Bill of Rights

Constitutionality 

Al-Qaeda

Amendment Four

Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative 
The Patriot Act

On October 26, 2001, the United States Congress passed legislation after the terrorist attacks of September 11th to Unite and Strengthen America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism. This new legislation is known as The USA Patriot Act. In summary, the act reduced restrictions on the law enforcement agencies’ ability to gather information on people that would be deemed a potential threat to the United States. Thus, this broadened the powers of law enforcement in order to identify and stop terrorists. 

The terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, spurred a nationwide desire for tighter security and increased abilities for law-enforcement agencies to track and stop terrorists. The attacks were launched by the terrorist organization knows as Al-Qaeda and their leader Osama-bin-Laden. 

President George W. Bush’s speech announcing the USA PATRIOT Act gave his reasons for signing it. He believes that the Act was completely necessary to prevent any more such acts as that occurred on 9/11/01. He refers to the terrorists as people who will stop at nothing to hurt and destroy the U.S., and so he declared: “These terrorists must be pursued; they must be defeated; and they must be brought to justice. And that is the purpose of this legislation… The bill before me takes account of the new realities and dangers posed by modern terrorists. It will help law enforcement to identify, to dismantle, to disrupt, and to punish terrorists before they strike.” He also believes that the Act passed so quickly though Congress because “it upholds and respects the civil liberties guaranteed by our Constitution.”
Following the passing of the USA PATRIOT Act, there was much resistance to the new legislation because of questions regarding its constitutionality. The Fourth Amendment of the Constitution protects individual rights to privacy and the Patriot Act challenges this in many scholarly minds. The question has become whether the special new powers granted by the USA PATRIOT Act to law enforcement agencies are necessary to protect our national security, or are law enforcement agencies using the terrorist attacks as an excuse to violate the privacy of individuals in order to solve criminal activities not related to terrorist acts.
The American people seem to be in favor of the PATRIOT ACT, but against it at the same time. They want to be protected from similar and future terrorist activities, but they do not want to lose their civil liberties. Every decision requires a trade-off.  It is up to the government to weigh the costs and benefits and make the best decision in order to protect both our safety and freedom simultaneously. 
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
(List/describe the step-by-step sequence of procedures and learning activities. 
1. Students will write the essential question in class notebooks.
2. Activating Strategy:  Students will view a United Streaming video segment on the Patriot Act. 
3. Using “think-pair-share”, students will discuss what they learned in the video and then answer an assessment prompt. 

4. Handouts will be given to each student highlighting the important concepts of the Patriot Act.  This information will be used to complete a graphic organizer on the major provisions of the Patriot Act 
5. Students will read and discuss the handouts in small groups (2-3 students per group), and complete the graphic organizer.
6. We will reconvene as a class and summarize the Patriot Act and its effects on American citizens.
7. Each student will be given a RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic) writing assignment. Each individual will be assigned a role using different demographics including race and ethnicity. They will construct a letter to their local congressman, or the President of the U.S on their stance concerning the Patriot Act. This should be persuasive/argumentative.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

1. Video on the Patriot Act, courtesy of United Streaming
2. Reading Assignment/Handout (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june03/patriot.html)

3. Graphic organizer




Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
1. Teacher observation/discussion

2. Evaluation of RAFT writing assignment and graphic organizer
3. Quiz after the completion of mini-unit
Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)
 
Patriot Act Handout- Outlines historical background, key points, and effects on people
Graphic Organizer

United Streaming Video (www.streaming.discoveryeducation.com)

RAFT Assignment/Grading Rubric

Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Michael C. Snyder, Montgomery Area School District, Montgomery Area High School 
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