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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE


*Top of Form

Please refer to the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System website: (http://www.pdesas.org/module/sas/curriculumframework/SocialStudiesCF.aspx)

for information on the Pennsylvania Curriculum Framework for Social Studies. You will find much of the information about PA Academic Standards, essential questions, vocabulary, assessments, etc. by navigating through the various components of the Curriculum Framework. 
LESSON / UNIT TITLE:  Presidential War Speeches
Teacher Name(s):  Brad Laidacker, Paul Roman
School District: Montgomery Area
Building: Montgomery Area High School
Grade Level: 9th
Subject: American History II
Time Required: 1 Class Period
Lesson/Unit Summary (2-3 sentence synopsis):  During this lesson, students will compare and contrast President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “We are now in this War” speech with President Woodrow Wilson’s war message to Congress for WWI.  
Essential Questions for Lesson/Unit
Why did the United States enter into two World Wars during the first half of the twentieth century? 
Pennsylvania Academic Standards Addressed in Lesson/Unit
 (Include standards numbers and standards statements.)
· 7.3.12. E. The role of international political alliances, The effects of political conflicts

· 8.3.12.B. U.S. since 1890: documents

· 5.4.12. D. How foreign policy is developed and implemented

· 5.4.12. D. How foreign policy is developed and implemented

· 8.3.12.A. U.S. since 1890: contributions of political leaders

· 8.4.12.D. World History since 1450: Military Conflicts

Lesson/Unit Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will:
1. Describe their personal reaction to each speech by answering the question: “Would each one inspire you to support the war effort?”
2. Explain which speech they consider more effective or appealing and defend their position
3. Analyze the speeches to determine if they were based on facts or opinions?

Vocabulary/Key Terms for Lesson/Unit
World War I





World War II

Belligerents       Lusitania          

           Neutrality Laws          Pearl Harbor
Prussian             Sussex Pledge                                 Allied Powers
Contraband       Zimmerman telegram                      Winston Churchill
Interdict            Neutrality


           Adolph Hitler

Blacklist           Authoritarian                                    Lend-Lease Act
Munitions        Central Powers                                  Non-belligerency
Historical Background for Teachers / Research Narrative
President Woodrow Wilson: Background Information
Americans welcomed their President's statement of neutrality in August 1914, believing that the European conflict was none of their business. However, neutrality quickly proved easier to declare than practice. With an economic recession underway, American manufacturers, munitions makers, and agricultural producers were eager to capitalize on the belligerents' need for their goods. Such trade was, of course, an internationally recognized right of a neutral nation, but U.S. trade practices already favored the Allied nations. While exports to the Central Powers totaled $169 million in 1914, the United States shipped goods worth $825 million to their opponents. Britain's expansive definition of contraband-prohibited items provided an excuse to interdict American merchant vessels and seize almost anything headed to Germany. Although Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan declared loans from U.S. banks to warring nations to be a violation of neutrality, such lending was legal, and, in 1915, loans and credits began flowing to Europe, with most of the money going to the Allied side.

Wilson and the Department of State strongly protested British infractions of American neutrality but did not retaliate. German sinking of passenger ships, most notably the Lusitania in May 1915, further strained the U.S. position. In May 1916, Wilson secured a German promise, known as the Sussex pledge, to not attack merchant ships without warning. In return, Germany expected the United States to pressure Britain to end its naval blockade. Not only did Britain refuse, it also began blacklisting American companies trading with Germany. Wilson now faced an acute dilemma: the more he tried to preserve neutrality, the closer the nation came to war. In November, Wilson won re-election, but the margin of victory was slim.

In January 1917, Wilson delivered his "Peace without Victory" speech, which called for an end to the war and the creation of an international organization that would ensure peace through arms reductions, freedom on the seas, and the promotion of democratic rule. Embroiled in a conflict that had inflicted horrifying casualties, the belligerents ignored the proposal. Desperate to cut off Britain's access to food and munitions, Germany rescinded the Sussex pledge and commenced unrestricted submarine warfare in February. Revelation the next month that Germany had sought a military alliance with Mexico (the infamous Zimmermann telegram) added to American outrage. On April 2, Wilson asked Congress for a declaration of war against Germany. The President duly noted German provocations, yet, as he stated, this was no mere retaliation against an aggressor. By entering the conflict, predicted Wilson, the United States could use its share of victory to spread democracy, eradicate authoritarian rule, and sweep away the entangling, selfish military alliances that had engulfed Europe in war. Most of all, the United States could "bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at least free." For almost three years, Wilson had struggled to safeguard American neutrality, but now the mission was far greater. Even as the nation grappled with the enormous challenge of mobilizing for war and sending troops to the Western Front, Wilson began articulating the specific points of his ambitious vision to mold this conflict into "the war to end all wars."
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Background Information
In September 1939 Hitler unleashed his military forces against Poland. Great Britain and France, honoring guarantees they had earlier made to the Polish government, declared war on Germany, thus marking the formal start World War II in Europe. Immediately Americans were placed in a dilemma. On the one hand, they were determined to stay out of the war; indeed, they had passed the Neutrality Laws in the mid-1930s to ensure that the United States would not be drawn into another conflict like World War I. On the other hand, World War II had begun very differently, the result of direct German aggression against neighboring states. Thus while there was almost no support for actual U.S. involvement in the war, Americans were practically unanimous in hoping that Great Britain and its allies (collectively known, as in World War I, as the Allied Powers), would win.

This was undoubtedly the attitude of the Roosevelt administration, which in September 1939 sought a revision of the neutrality laws that would allow U.S. arms makers to sell their products to the belligerents, but strictly on a "cash-and-carry" basis—that is, the purchasing countries would have to pay in cash up front, and transport the merchandise on their own ships. On the surface it appeared to be a completely neutral proposal—after all, it would theoretically allow either side to purchase American-made weapons. However, Roosevelt knew that in practice it would benefit only the Allies, since the overwhelming superiority of the British at sea would prevent German vessels from crossing the Atlantic. For this very reason the proposed Neutrality Act of 1939 ran into heavy opposition from those who argued that it would actually increase the likelihood that the United States might one day be drawn into the war. Nevertheless it passed both houses of Congress in early November.

In the early months of the war most Americans were confident that the Allies would win. Hitler's government, they believed, was not genuinely popular, and when it failed to deliver a quick victory it would either be forced to surrender its conquests or face a revolution at home. These hopes, however, were dashed in the spring and summer of 1940, when in a series of rapid offensives German forces managed to conquer Denmark, Norway, the Low Countries, and finally France, all in rapid succession. Great Britain now stood alone against Germany and its allies. Both the German army and air force were far larger than their British counterparts, and even though the Royal Navy was far more powerful than that of Germany, German submarines were able to exact a terrible toll against British shipping. Thus by late 1940 the British Isles were being subjected to attacks from the air and the sea, while the possibility of a German invasion loomed on the horizon.

These developments came as a shock to the American people, and deepened the dilemma of neutrality. What if Germany won the war—what next? Would the United States become a target? What if the Germans were able to gain control of the Royal Navy? Would the U.S. economy be able successfully to compete in a German-dominated world?

These were questions that haunted President Roosevelt and his advisers. Given that 1940 was an election year, the president was unwilling to take aggressive steps toward assisting the British; he knew that the American people, as worried as they might have been about the prospects of a German victory, still had no desire to enter the war. However, in early December—only a few weeks after Roosevelt was elected to a third term as president—Prime Minister Churchill sent him a long letter (the complete text of which may be found at the site of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library) in which he spelled out Britain's prospects for 1941. He assured the president that his government had no intention of surrendering, but noted that British losses—particularly at sea—were taking their toll. The country's cash reserves were almost entirely depleted, and within a few weeks Britain would no longer be able to afford to purchase arms and other essential supplies from the United States. If this happened, Churchill warned, there was little chance of defeating Germany.

Roosevelt's response to this request would be known as Lend-Lease, a policy which he unveiled to the nation at a press conference on December 17.  The defense of Great Britain, he told listeners, was essential to the security of the United States. The British were not asking for Americans to enter the war, only to provide them with the materials that they needed to defeat Germany on their own. The United States, therefore, must produce weapons that would be loaned to Great Britain for the duration of the war. He likened the situation to that of a homeowner whose neighbor's house was on fire. Surely, he told reporters, it was in the interests of the homeowner to lend his neighbor a garden hose to help him fight the fire, lest the flames engulf the entire neighborhood.

The Lend-Lease Act sparked a massive political debate, both in Congress and throughout the country at large. The conflict focused not only on whether the United States ought to be in the business of providing direct aid to a foreign country at war, but also on the broader question of what role the country should play in world affairs.  Thus by the end of 1940 Roosevelt had successfully redefined the term "neutrality." No longer would it be interpreted in a strict sense, as a desire to remain completely aloof from foreign wars. The new concept of neutrality, which the president would call "non-belligerency" and which would govern the U.S. approach to both Europe and Asia right up to Pearl Harbor, was not only compatible with public sympathy for the Allied cause, but also with a foreign policy that openly assisted Britain and its allies against Germany.
Background information from ESDITEment website:
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/wilson-and-american-entry-world-war-i#sect-background
http://edsitement.neh.gov/curriculum-unit/neutrality-war-united-states-and-europe-1921-1941
Instructional Prodedures and Activities
1. Have the students watch a video on the attack on Pearl Harbor to build background knowledge also remind students to look at the previous war and its causes in their notes.
2.  Show the political cartoon of President Wilson.  Have students discuss what he is doing and why?
3. Have the students read one of the speeches with a partner then answer the three objective questions.  
4.  After reading and discussing the two speeches students will as a group make a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the two speeches and they will decide which speech was more effective in motivating them to join the war.

5.  Students will decide which speech was more persuasive, based on its historical accuracy and the facts presented in the classroom discussion.
Suggested Strategies for Differentiating Instruction
	
	 

Think pair share discussion activity
ARTIST analysis of each speech
Partner reading



Assessment of Student Learning (Formative and Summative)
Question and answer during discussion will be formative
Venn Diagram will be summative
Materials and Resources 
(Include text, supplementary resources, primary source documents, websites, handouts, charts, maps, etc.)
Wilsons War message to Congress- http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Wilson's_War_Message_to_Congress
FDR”s Speech on Pearl Harbor attack- http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/WorldWar2/radio.htm
Background information from edsitement.

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/wilson-and-american-entry-world-war-i#sect-background
http://edsitement.neh.gov/curriculum-unit/neutrality-war-united-states-and-europe-1921-1941
White Board on which draw Venn diagram

Political cartoon of Woodrow Wilson

Video on the attack of Pearl Harbor
Author(s) of Unit/Lesson Plan
Brad Laidacker, Paul Roman, Montgomery Area School District, Montgomery Area High School
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