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Goals of the French and Indian War

French and Indian War Unit Project HS A4
Grade Level:  9-12
United States History /World History

Time Needed: This activity should take place after the students have finished a study of the French and Indian/Seven Years War. This will encompass five class periods and at least three research class periods, over a period of two to three weeks.

· A 45 minute period will be needed to introduce the project.

· The class should be given time (2 classes) to research in the media center.

· Students will need three class periods to discuss and present their arguments.

Objectives:
Within the framework of an international conference simulation, students will be able to:


1.
list the causes of the Seven Years/French and Indian War.

2.
understand and articulate the justice of the belligerents’ war aims, both in

            writing and verbally, the positions of the belligerents and the causes of

            the Seven Years/French and Indian War.

3.         make predictions regarding the historical effects of the Seven 

            Years/French and Indian War on the British Empire and on the British

            colonies in North America.
4. decide whether the war was a just war, based on some agreed-upon 

                        criteria.

Binary Paideia
	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Britain
	1756
	France

	Constitutional Monarchy
	Politeia/

Regime
	Absolute Monarchy

	The King,

the aristocracy, the gentry, the middle class
	Politeuma/

Ruling Order
	The King, the aristocracy

	The Glorious Revolution, Magna Carta
	Paideia/

What makes a society what it is

	The Divine Right of Kings

	Loyalty, Commerce
	Virtue/

 The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty, Military




Background:

The conflict known as the Seven Years’ War in Europe and the French and Indian War in America developed over a long period.  It had roots in a struggle between Britain and France that had been going on for nearly 200 years.  The struggle stemmed from each nation’s pursuit of mercantilism, global expansion, and its position in European power politics.  The Anglo-French rivalry often erupted into military conflicts because of France’s desire to dominate Europe and Britain’s goal of keeping France’s ambitions at bay and maintaining their own power. 

The French and Indian War took place during a time of great upheaval. The war was truly global, with fighting in Europe, North America, India, and on the high seas.  Primarily, it was a conflict between the British Empire and their allies and the French Empire and their allies.  When William Pitt, the Elder became British Prime Minister, he perceived that Britain’s interest lay in the overseas colonies, not on the European Continent.  He took troops from the European theatre and sent them to North America.  He financed the Prussian Army to fight the French in Europe and concentrated the British Army’s focus on Canada and the Ohio Valley.  From that time on, the French began to suffer their first defeats during the war, in America.  Consequently, Pitt’s foresight helped Britain create the largest and most powerful Empire in history.

Although many people today have little knowledge of this conflict, it has affected the modern world in many crucial ways.   The global aspects of mercantilism made the Seven Years’ War the first “world war.”   Fighting took place in Europe, North America and India, as well as on the high seas. The war caused changes that directly led to both the American Revolution and the French Revolution.  The enormous costs of this war sparked the unrest that led to revolution in both these cases. Much of the war was fought in North America, prompting many in Britain to take the view that Americans should, therefore, foot a larger part of the bill for their own defense.  This view at the conclusion of the war helps to pave the way for the American Revolution less than fifteen years later.

In the American Revolution, most of the military leaders of the Revolutionary War got their military experience fighting for the British during the French and Indian War.  It established a balance of power in the Western world that would remain largely unchanged until the start of the “so-called” First World War in 1914.  It set the tone for relationships between the European-Americans and the indigenous American tribes for generations to come.  It also determined that the portion of North America that would become the United States and Canada would be dominated by English culture and common law as opposed to French culture and the Justinian legal code of the late Roman Empire.   Our history might have been quite different had this conflict not occurred and played out as it did.

The war not only determined what nations would dominate Europe during the later 19th century; it determined what Empire would dominate the world for the following 150 years.  It also set the stage for the Anglo-American cultural and economic domination of the following two centuries.  

Procedures:
I.
Previous night’s homework
A.
Read about the Seven Years/French and Indian War at:

www.AmericanInstituteforHistory.org
i.
Read all three short chapters.  

1. Identify the thesis or main idea of each short chapter and list five supporting details for each thesis. (HS A4a)

II. Day One Procedure
A.   War as an event in history has been well chronicled. Belligerents have used various cultural, economic, and political justifications for entering into war. In a sense, people throughout history, whether in organizations as family clans, tribes or nations, have felt justified to advance their position through warfare. This lesson will examine the idea of war through the lens of justice by using the historical account of the Seven Years/French and Indian War. Students will examine its causes (rationales of justice for war) and effects (predictions) under a simulated international conference from various perspectives. The conference is held under the auspices of Pope Clement XIII, giving an element of moral justice to the simulation.

Essential Questions:

Can a war be considered just? If so, under what conditions?

Was the Seven Years/French and Indian War a just war?

Do the just intentions prior to war become the actual effects after war?

Conference simulation setting:

For our purposes, students will set their time machine back to the year 1758. The new Pope, Clement XIII, has called a “Causes of the War Conference.”  Various belligerents involved in the Seven Years/ French and Indian War will attend and discuss the conflagration.  The war has been going on for over two years and has caused much destruction and loss of life. 

The class will be divided to represent some of the belligerent parties, and they will present their concerns at this international conference in Rome.  Clement wants the parties to articulate their goals for war and to justify their actions.  The goal of the conference is negotiation toward reconciliation. The Pope would like the parties to begin to work out their differences through compromise and concessions under the conference’s theme of “justice in the world.” 

The belligerents will be as follows:  1) Great Britain and its allies 2) Virginia, 3) France and its allies, 4) The Iroquois, 5) The Algonquians. 
B. Review Binary Paideia with students.  

i. Make sure they understand the differences between how the British, French and colonial allies defined themselves. (HS A4b)
C. Review homework in class.
Present a teacher-made PowerPoint or go to the following link: www.AmericanInstituteforHistory.org French and Indian PowerPoint. 
D.
Teacher will introduce the “Just War Theory” (HS A4c) to class.

Homework:
A. Students will read the just war theory (HS A4c) and apply each point to the French participation in the Seven Year War.
B. Students can start their investigation here at www.AmericanInstituteforHistory.org ,“The Seven Year War.” (HS A4d)

CLASS PROJECT
Overview
I.
Break students into five groups: 1) Great Britain and its allies, 2) Virginia, 3) France and its allies, 4) The Iroquois, 5) The Algonquians,
II.
Students will research the particulars of their nation’s (or colony’s, in the case of Virginia) war aims.  They will prepare a 3-page white paper, explaining their respective goals and why they have a “just” right to achieve their aims.  The white paper must have a bibliography of four sources and at least five endnotes. Students will also research their opponents' positions.  They will try to explain why their opponents’ positions would not produce a “just” result.
III.
Each student group will consist of 5 to 6 members. 


A.
Each group will elect an overall chair.



1.
The chair will also be a part of a subcommittee.

   

2.
The chair will be in charge of the overall organization of the group.



3.
The chair will be in charge of coordinating the subcommittees.


B. 
Each group will have a research subcommittee.



1.
The research subcommittee will have a chair to organize activities 



and tasks.



2.
The research committee will have at least one writer.



3.
The research committee will have an orator.



4.
All members will participate in all research activities. 




a.
They will conduct research and report their findings to the 




research chair.  




b.
The research chair will compile and synthesize all 





information and plans and then present it to the research




committee and to the overall group.


C. 
Each group will have an opposition subcommittee.



1.
The opposition subcommittee will have a chair to organize 




activities and tasks.



2.
The opposition committee will have at least one writer.



3.
The opposition committee will have a rhetorician to give a 




rebuttal. 



4.
The opposition committee will have at least one inquisitor.



5.
All members will participate in all research activities. 




a.
They will conduct opposition research and report their 




findings to the opposition chair.  




b.
The opposition chair will compile and synthesize all 




information and plans and then present it to the opposition 




committee and to the overall group.


D. 
Each group will have a propaganda subcommittee.



1.
The propaganda subcommittee will have a chair to organize 



activities and tasks.



2.
The propaganda committee will have at least one writer.



3.
The propaganda committee will have at least one spin-miester.



4.
All members will participate in all research activities. 




a.
They will conduct research and report their findings to the 




propaganda chair.  




b.
The propaganda chair will compile and synthesize all 




information and plans and then present it to the propaganda




committee and to the overall group.

E. 
The orator will prepare a formal five-minute oration that will explain their 
 nation's war aims to the conference and why those aims are just.  He or she will use the information in the white paper.

F.
Each group's opposition committee will prepare a three-minute oral 
            rebuttal to the 
positions of the other four groups.

4.
Each group's opposition committee will prepare two questions to ask each of the 
other teams.  The opposition committee will try to ask questions that will cause 
the opposition to lose credibility.

5. Each group's propaganda committee will also write a two-page propaganda sheet to present to the world press.  They will look to put a positive spin on their particular position, while at the same time presenting their opposition in a negative light.  The propaganda sheet must have three sources and four endnotes.

These papers will be presented with each group’s presentation.

At the Meetings (Teachers will decide how to allocate this activity over time.):
I.
Each group will submit their white paper to the other groups.  



They should make copies for the entire class.

II.
Each group will present a five-minute oration, formally explaining the justice and necessity of their respective position. 

III.
Once all five orations are complete, each group will then present a three-minute 
rebuttal to the positions of the other groups' proposals.

IV.
Each group will be allowed to ask each of the other four groups, two questions 
about their respective positions.

V.        The group receiving the questions will be permitted one minute to respond to each 
question.

VI.
Each group will submit a two-page press release (including citations) explaining 
            why their war aims are both “just” and necessary.  



Make copies for everyone in the class.

VII. Each group will present a three-minute propaganda statement, trying to convince the world community that their position is both just and necessary.  They may point out some of the deficiencies in the other policies.

VIII. Groups will reform into a single class group for the culminating activity: an attempt to reach some consensus on a statement defining the conditions when war is ever justified.    This statement shall be reproduced and prominently displayed somewhere in the classroom.
Homework:
Students will examine all of the information provided over the past three days.  They will determine what party has a “just” war aim.  
1. Students will write a paragraph explaining why they determined a particular party has “just war” aim.

2. They will then write another paragraph or two suggesting a resolution to the war that may not fully satisfy all parties, but will be the most “just” resolution available (according to the principles of the “Just War theory.”
Assessments:
1.
Teacher will give a committee grade for the white paper.  He will grade both 
form and content, using a rubric.

2.
Teacher will give committee grade for the five-minute oration.  She will use a 
teacher-made checklist to grade the oration.

3.
Teacher will give committee grade for the three-minute rebuttal.  She will use a 
teacher-made checklist to grade the oration.

4.
Teacher will give a committee grade for the questions asked of each group.  The 
questions must be probing and relevant to the positions of the groups being asked 
the questions.

 5.
Teacher will give a committee grade for the responses to the questions.  The 
answers must be relevant to the questions being asked and consistent with the 
group’s position.

6.
Teacher will give a committee grade for the propaganda sheet.  He will grade both 
form and content, using a rubric.

7.
Teacher will give committee grade for the three-minute propaganda statement.  
She will use a teacher-made checklist to grade the oration.

8.
* Give the three homeworks individual grades and do not include them in the 

group 
grade.

Total grade: 
Add all committee grades and divide by seven.  That will be the 



committee average.



Multiply the committee average by the number of students in each 



committee.  Ask the students to divvy up the total points among 



themselves.  They will award the points to the student who did the most 


work, or they will assign each member an equal number of points.

Example:  Step one:
Committee grades 
90 + 85 + 100 + 93 + 88 + 70 + 88 = 614



Average 


614/7 = 87.71



Committee points

87.71 * 5 (members) = 438.55
The committee will decide point dispersion





Individual grades

Everyone gets  88






OR e.g.

student one:
100









student two:
90








student three
90








student four
80








student five 
79
Extension :
Students will examine the Treaty of Paris at www.AmericanInstituteforHistory.org , and the subsequent historical record to determine whether their nation was able to reach its war aims.
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