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Writing Strategies for History
Components of a “thoughtful” classroom
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1.  ___________________________________________         
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2.  ___________________________________________     
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Strategies to incorporate writing in any social studies course:
1.  T-W-P-S

2.  Entrance/Exit Slip or Ticket out the Door
3.  Cornell Notes and the $2 summary  
4.  Quick Write
5.  Expository Writing and Rubrics
6.  Poetry

7.  Prediction Paragraphs

8.  Lesson Closure 

Exit Slip

	Role:  Native American  
Topic:  Proclamation of 1763

“I am a Native American.  I think the proclamation is wonderful!  No more colonists on my land!  The British king is my favorite!




Cornell Notes

Essential Questions:

1.  How did the slave owners treat their slaves?

2.  What attitudes towards slavery do slave owners hold?

Key words, Main Ideas

Details, connections

Harsh treatments of slaves

Brand them






Punish them for not obeying






Working all day, every day






Poor living conditions

Good treatment of slaves

Taken care of—food, clothing, shelter






Sometimes educated






Allowed to earn extra money






Sometimes able to purchase their freedom

Slave owners’ attitudes

Slaves belong to them






Slaves are property






Slaves are valuable

SUMMARY:  Answer the essential questions using complete sentences.
Some slave owners were cruel masters of slaves.  But other slave owners realized that slaves were valuable property and should be treated well.  If a slave were lucky, he worked for a good master and could earn extra money to purchase his freedom.

 Literacy Support Strategy 
Quick Write 
Description 
A versatile strategy used to develop writing fluency, to build the habit of reflection into a learning experience, and to informally assess student thinking. The strategy asks learners to respond in 2–10 minutes to an open-ended question or prompt posed by the teacher before, during, or after reading. 

Purpose 
Use before, during, and after reading to: 

• Activate prior knowledge by preparing students for reading, writing, or a discussion 

• Help students make personal connections 

• Promote reflection about key content concepts 

• Encourage critical thinking 

• Organize ideas for better comprehension 

• Increase background knowledge when shared 

• Synthesize learning and demonstrate understanding of key concepts 

• Reinforce vocabulary 

• Provide a purpose for reading 

• Assess student knowledge on the topic prior to reading 

Directions 
1. Explain that a Quick Write helps engage students in thinking about a content topic before, during, and after reading. Stress that in a Quick Write, students respond to a question or prompt related to the text by writing down whatever comes to their minds without organizing it too much or worrying about grammar. 

2. Select a topic related to the text being studied and define the purpose for the quick write: 

Examples: 
• Summarize what was learned 

• Connect to background information or students’ lives 

• Explain content concepts or vocabulary 

• Make predictions, inferences, and hypotheses 

• Pose a question that addresses a key point in the reading selection 

3. Tell the students how long they will have to do the writing, typically 2–10 minutes. 

4. Use the Quick Write as part of instruction, assessment, discussion. 

Note: Typically a Quick Write is graded only for completion, not for quality or accuracy. 

Extensions 
• Quick Writes can be assigned as part of students’ Learning Logs or Journals. 

• Quick Writes can be used to think/brainstorm for a Think-Pair-Share. 

• Students can generate their own Quick Write questions and prompts. 

• Students can share their responses in small groups and compare their answers 

• Students can work in small groups to create a quick write, with each student offering one sentence in a round-robin fashion. 
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 “The Three Little Pigs” Writing Assignment

Main/thesis sentence:  Circle your opinion

The three little pigs will have an easy time getting along in the brick house.

The three little pigs will have a hard time getting along in the brick house.

Detail:  Fill in an action this pig has in the story that shows he’s easy or hard to live with.

The straw pig ________________________________________________.

Comment:  Why does this action show he’s easy or hard to live with?

This shows the straw pig _______________________________________.

I think ______________________________________________________.

Detail:  Fill in an action this pig has in the story that shows he’s easy or hard to live with.

The twig pig__________________________________________________.

Comment:  Why does this action show he’s easy or hard to live with?

This shows the twig pig _________________________________________

I think _______________________________________________________.

Detail:  Fill in an action this pig has in the story that shows he’s easy or hard to live with.

The brick pig__________________________________________________.

Comment:  Why does this action show he’s easy or hard to live with?

This shows the brick pig _________________________________________.

I think _______________________________________________________.

Concluding sentence

The best way for them to all get along is to _________________________
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Assignment: Why did England and the American colonies stop getting
along after the French and Indian War?

(TS) The relationship between England and the American colonies was
uneasy after the French and Indian War.

(CD) England toid the colonists that they couldn’t move out west past the
Appalachian Mountains. |

(CM) This made the colonists feel that they were being told what to do.
(CM) No one likes to be controlled by someone else.

CD) Then England passed the Sugar Act, Stamp Act, and Townshend Act
to have the colonists help pay for soldiers and protection.

(CM) Ali these taxes would make anyone upset.

(CM) The Americans might have felt like England was punishing them for
some reason. |

(CS) The American colonists are really starting to get mad because
England was trying to control their lives so much.





Writing Tasks 
Primary source:  Lewis Hine photo, Child laborers in Macon, Georgia, January 19, 1909
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5th Grade

This is a photograph of children working in a mill in 1909.  Some of the boys and girls were so small that they had to climb up on the spinning frame to mend the broken threads and to put back the empty bobbins.   It was common for children to work 12-14 hours a day with few breaks and little pay.   The work was often dangerous, and some children were killed or seriously injured. 

Write a paragraph or two comparing and contrasting your life with the children in the photograph.

8th grade

This is a photograph of children working in a mill in 1909.  Some of the boys and girls were so small that they had to climb up on the spinning frame to mend the broken threads and to put back the empty bobbins.   It was common for children to work 12-14 hours a day with few breaks and little pay.   The work was often dangerous, and some children were killed or seriously injured. 

Imagine that you are a reporter who has been asked to help bring attention to the problems of child labor.  After visiting this factory, chatting with the boys, and taking this picture secretly, you are writing a letter to a friend about your experiences.  In the letter describe what you have learned, what other research you plan to do, and what you think needs to be done to convince the public that child labor is bad.

11th grade

This is a photograph of children working in a mill in 1909.  Some of the boys and girls were so small that they had to climb up on the spinning frame to mend the broken threads and to put back the empty bobbins.   It was common for children to work 12-14 hours a day with few breaks and little pay.   The work was often dangerous, and some children were killed or seriously injured. 

During the early 20th century, reformers wanted to remove children from the workplace and encourage school attendance.  Factory owners loved child labor, and they supported their reasoning with ideas that it was good for the economy and it built children's characters.  Parents of the children who worked approved because they needed the income.

Write an essay that describes the child labor dilemma and offers possible solutions.

Writing Rubric:  Expository Assignment

4   Exemplary

I have a clear topic/thesis sentence.


I have vivid details and examples to support my ideas.


I demonstrate thoughtful connections/critical thinking in my writing.


I carefully planned my work, and my writing is logical and organized.


I wrote a meaningful conclusion to the assignment.


My writing is creative, original and appropriate for the audience and purpose.


I may have minor mechanical errors, but they do not detract from the content.

3   Proficient


I have a clear topic/thesis sentence.


I use adequate details and examples to support my ideas.


I made at least one thoughtful connection in my writing.


I planned my work, and my writing is organized.


My conclusion restates my thesis.


I may have a few mechanical errors that are appropriate for my grade level.

2   Progressing


I have a topic sentence, but it is unclear.


I did not support my ideas with enough details or facts.


I made no thoughtful comments in my assignment.


My writing isn’t organized, and it is hard to follow.


I don’t have a conclusion, or it needs to be stronger.


I have frequent mechanical errors.

1   Does Not Meet Standards


I do not have a topic sentence.


I do not have any details in my writing or they are confusing.


My writing is not organized and off topic.


There are so many mechanical errors that my paper is almost impossible to read.

Historic Moment in Time—

Transport yourself back in time….walk into the picture you have just studied.  Take on the role of one of the children you see in the picture.  Use the following guide to create a “Moment in Time” historic fiction poem.  Bring the child to life.

1.  The historic place—Describe it in one or two words.  Do not tell its name.

2.  What kind of day is it there at this historic moment in time?

3.  What is the time of day?

4.  What sounds do you hear?  Name two or three.  Each is a new line in the poem.

5.  What things do you see there?  Be descriptive.  Name two or three.  Each is a new line of the poem.

6.  What activities have you involved in there?   Name two or three.  Each is a new line of the poem.  These lines can start with “I.”

7.  Describe how you feel in one word.

8.  Tell the name of the place.

Bottom of Form
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  Newsies at Skeeter Branch, St. Louis, Missouri, 11:00 am, May 9, 1910
Lewis Hines

11th grade student example:

By the wall.

A nice summer day,

Early in the morning.

People talking,

Birds chirping,

Automobiles driving by.

People selling stuff

And smoking cigarettes.

I smoke my pipe

Confused

At Skeeter’s Branch.

8th grade student example:

“I Am” Poem

I am a tired man.

I wonder when my time will come.

I hear cries of my family.

I see new and destroyed graves around me.

I am a tired man.

I pretend that all is good in my life.

I feel no sorrow for my losses.

I touch my children’s faces to wipe away the tears.

I worry that my children won’t make it through the winter.

I cry for the death of my loved ones.

I am a tired man.

I understand the need to feed my family.

I say that everything is all right.

I dream of the day my family will be safe.

I try to make money for us to live on.

I hope the sorrow will end soon.

I am a tired man.

5th grade student example:

“Inside This” poems

Inside this chain

Is the pain and suffering of all slaves

Inside this chain

Is the soul of every slave that has died by 

its wrath.

Inside this chain

Is the life of the hundreds that have been 

trapped.

Inside this chain is the dead hope of the

Slaves.

Prediction Paragraph Frame

I am going to make predictions about __________________.  The things I see in the photograph include__________________.  (Add a few sentences of description and/or tell what you think it is.)  I think we are going to study this because_______________.  I would also like to learn about____________.  These are my initial predictions.

Lesson Closure
Today’s lesson was______________.  One key idea was______________. This is important because ____________.  Another key idea___________.  This matters because___________.  In sum, today’s lesson____________.

5th grade example:

Today’s lesson was Indentured servants vs. slavery.  One key idea was indentured servants you could only keep for 7 years.  This is important because a slave you can keep as long as you want.  Another key idea is indentured servants have rights.  This matters because slaves you can do whatever you want.  In sum, today’s lesson the colonists switched to slaves because you can keep them as long as you want.

T-W-P-S
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Ticket out the door
