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Revisiting the Dred Scott Case
(Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1846)

Profile of Litigant

Name: Dred Scott
Age (in 1846): 51yrs.

Health issues: Advanced TB (litigant has not worked for some years)

State of Birth: Virginia

Owner/Residence (who owns title to your person at this time): Dr. John Emerson -- John Sandford,
Missouri ' '

Marital status (how and when were your married, describe the circumstances): Married to Harriet

Robinson Scott 1836/1837 at Fortf Snelling, Minnesota

At the time of your marriage, was your spouse free or enslaved: free

Names and ages of children: Eliza (8 yrs) & Lizzie (7 vrs)

Who currently owns legal title to your children (please provide this information for all children listed
above): John Sandford

Describe sequence of residences, approximate lengths of residence in each place, and years of
residence: VA, MO, MN, LA, MN, MO ‘
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Profile of Litigant

Name: - Harriet Robinson Scott

Age: 26/27 yrs
Health issues: | none

State of Birth: Bedford, Pennsylvania {likely)

Owners (who owns title to your person at this time): Litigant was “given to Dred Scott” upon marriage to
- same by owner Major Lawrence Taliaferro, U.S. Indian Agent

Marital status {how and when were your married, describe the circumstances): Married to Dred Scott

1836/1837 at Fort Snelling, Minnesota

At the time of your marriage, was your spouse free or enslaved: enslaved

Names and ages of children: Eliza (8 vrs) & Lizzie {7 yrs)

Who currently owns legal title to your children (please provide this information for all children listed
above: John Sandford

Describe sequence of residences, approximate lengths of residence in each place, and years of
residence: PA, MO, MN, LA, MN, MO '
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The Dred Scott Decision {1857)

Roger Taney, presiding

in the 7-2 United States Supreme Court opinion by Justice Taney, the Court held that:
1. Congress had no authority to eliminate slavery in any of the federal territories;

2. Dred Scott was not a citizen of the United States, nor was he permitted to use the courts of the
United States to sue for his freedom;

3. Because Congress had no authority to eliminate slavery in the federal territories and because Dred
Scott was not a citizen of the United States, the federal courts did not have jurisdiction over Dred Scott's
claim; -

4. Dred Scott's residency in free territory did not make him free because the 1820 Missouri Compromise
violated the Fifth Amendment Due Process Clause by depriving slaveholders of their property; '

5. Dred's residence in another state, lllinois, had no effect on his status as a slave once he returned to
Missouri, at which point Missouri law, not lllinois law, applied.

In its most infamous pronouncement, the Court majority maintained that "[Negroes] had for more than
a century before been regarded as beings of an inferior order, and altogether unfit to associate with the
white race . . . and so far inferior, that they had no rights which the white man was bound to respect.”
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
TEeEnsEs 13, 1564 V

M. Wigson asked, 2id by auanimons csneeé litgined, lenvo to bifng T the folldwing
 Jutnt resohition; whiteh was restl twice, reférced to the Gammiztee on- Hilitary Affirs
and the Bilitia, and oviered.io he- printed.

JOINT RESOLUTION

To envorage enlistments and to promote the efficiency of the '

-2

e

_ miting the efficioney of the military aud iavid forns of the

. if gy ho have, of any person that s been, ov moy be, 1

- by motwithstanding ; and in determining who is ot was the

military forces of the United Statos.
Resolved I}y the Revidte ond Honse of Represepiabives
of the Tafted Nlafes of Amerien i Cangross assombled,

Thot, for the purposs of ervoncaging cilishinonts awd pro-
United Ktates, it is herehy onnctod that the wife aid dhilldien,

minstored into the wmiilitsey ar naval setvioe of the Dnited
States shall, from and sfter the passnge of this et bé;fgr-

uver froe, any law, usago, or enstom whatseevor to the con-

wife. and who aze the ehitdven of the enlisted person herein
metitioned; ovidenoo that he and the weman elnimed to e

His wifo have cohahited togothor, or associated as hushand

20 wife, and ‘so continnod to colimbit o nesocite. b the

- time of the enlistment, or evidence that a form or ceremony

of marriage,' whether sach marriage was or wes not author-
ized or Vr_et_mgnized_ by laﬁ, ha.s been entered into or cele-
brated by them, and that the parties thereto thereafter lived

together, .or associated or cohsbited as hinsband and wife, and

‘ 50, continued to live, cohabit, or associate at the' time of

the enlistment, shall be deemed sufficient proof of marriage

" for the purposes of this act, and the childrén born during the

. continuance of épy such marriage shall be deemed and talcen | .

to'be the children embraced within the provisions of this act,

whether such marriage shall or shall not have been dissalved | |

at the time of such enlistment.




