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Vision Support

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Vision Support Program of the BLaST
Intermediate Unit provides educational
support services to students who demon-
strate a visual impairment.

Based on the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) and
Pennsylvania’s Chapter 14, the State Stand-
ards and Regulations which govern Special
Education, the definition of students with a
visual impairment is an optically or
medically diagnosable condition of the eyes
that results in less than normal vision and
interferes with development or adversely
affects educational performances.

Note: A Visual Impairment typically does
not include visual perception, visual-
motor dysfunction and/or a visual pro-
cessing deficit when the corrected acuities
of that student fall within the normal
range.

VISION SUPPORT SERVICES

Determination of eligibility for vision ser-
vices includes a report of the most recent
examination of an ophthalmologist or op-
tometrist and a comprehensive evaluation
by the multidisciplinary evaluation team.

Based on the evaluation report (ER), which
includes an assessment of functional vision
and a reading media assessment, an indi-
vidualizes education plan (IEP) team deter-
mines if the student is eligible for Vision
Support Services and in need of specially
designed instruction. During the IEP meet-
ing, the team may consider assistive tech-
nology, environmental and material modi-
fications, teacher support and instructional
strategies.

REFERRAL PROCEDURES

1. Parents must obtain a written copy of
the examination report of student’s vision
from either an ophthalmologist or optom-
etrist.

2. All referrals must be submitted through
the Special Education Coordinator of each
school district using district referral
forms.

3. The district shall complete a
“Permission to Evaluate” form, obtain
parent signature, and return it to the
BLaST Intermediate Unit Teacher of the
Visually Impaired to perform a_functional
vision and learning media assessment.

4. An evaluation will be performed and the
results will be shared with the Multidisci-
plinary Team.

SERVICE DELIVERY MODELS

If a student has been identified as having
a visual impairment which requires spe-
cially designed instruction. The identifica-
tion and level of intervention are deter-
mined by several
factors including: a
functional vision |
assessment , degree
of visual acuity,
reading medium
appropriate for the
student’s needs,
mastering the use of assistive/adaptive
devices, and time involved in communica-
tion with school personnel about the learn-
ing needs of the student.

Direct Services: may include eval-
uation, consultation, direct instruc-
tion, classroom observations, prepa-
ration of adapted materials, provi-
sion of adapted aids, and instruction
in the expanded core curriculum on
a regularly scheduled basis.

Consultative Services: may in-
clude participation on the multidis-
ciplinary team, suggestions for
modifying or adapting the student’s
materials and/or environment, pro-
vision for adapted materials, and
support of school personnel on an as
needed basis.

Note: See reverse for explanation of Expand-
ed Core Curriculum.

ORIENTATION AND MOBILITY
(O&M)

Both Orientation and Mobility are vital-
ly necessary for safe and efficient travel
within the environment. Orientation
involves knowledge of one’s distance and
direction relative to things observed or
remembered in the surroundings and
keeping track of the “self-to-object” spa-
tial relationships as they change during
locomotion.

Mobility means moving safely, graceful-
ly and comfortably. Areas of instruction
include concept development, gross mo-
tor skills, visual efficiency skills, pre-
cane and cane skills, orientation tech-
niques and aids, assessing transporta-
tion systems, personal safety, and self-
advocacy. These skills are instructed at
age-appropriate levels throughout the
school years in a variety of indoor and
outdoor environments.
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